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To  the  Honorable  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgesses  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Lower-Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  Nicolas  Vincent,  Tsaivanhonhi,  principal  Christian 
Chief,  and  Captain  of  the  Huron  Nation,  established  at  the  Village  of 
Lorette,  near  Quebec,  Gabriel  Vincent,  O  waivandaronhe  y  Andre  Ro- 
main,  Tsouhahlsseny  Petit  Etienne,  Odiaradheite,  Louis  Vincent  Sanvan- 
tanan,  Stanislas  Coska,  Aharathaha,  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Council  of 
the  same  Huron  Nation  at  the  said  Village,  Michel,  Ts'iout  Teacheandahe, 
Chief  of  the  Warriors  of  the  same  Nation  at  the  said  Village,  Jean  Bap- 
tiste,  Atsitares,  Damas,  Thononsotin,  Joseph,  Orontatekha,  Pierre,  Aye- 
notorii  Martin,  Aronde  shonti,  Isaac,  Sharenhese,  Augustin,  Teomyonde, 
Augustin,  Hodeadete,  Koskta  Bastien  Barthelemy,  Koukei9  Paul,  Ho- 
douanhont,  Noel,  Akari,  Moise,  Haonona,  Paul,  Aherenoneshiaonenrat , 
Joseph,  Aouendothie,  Fevrier  Vincent,  Shash'tndujay  Ignace,  Houendade- 
jontt  Ignace,  Kouikart  George,  Ethodiy  Francois,  Tekhiondi,  Louis,  Ha- 
rangot  Louis,  Thoratati,  Etienne  Pierre,  Tahertade,  Pierre,  Ifhodi,  John- 
ny Andre,  Athohennetey  Baptiste  Pierre  Joachim  Joseph,  Hadatahayes, 
Laurent,  Hateryata,  L&x\ven\.yTekakhhituronky  Basil,  Homoas hatha,  Fa- 
bien  Andre  Clement,  Aouenkoen  and  Charles,  Shorontohian,  all  Huron 
Indians  residing  in  the  said  Village  of  Lorette. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  on  the  13th  day  of  March  in  the  year  1651,  the  Company  of 
New  France  granted  to  the  Indians,  ancestors  of  your  Petitioners,  a 
Tract  of  Land,  beginning  at  the  Cape  which  terminates  St.  Joseph's 
Cove,  and  extending  upwards  along  the  Great  River  St.  Lawrence  one 
league,  having  a  depth  of  four  leagues,  at  the  place  called  in  the  Huron 
Tongue  Kamaskda,  and  in  French  Sillery,  the  whole  under  the  conduct 
and  direction  of  the  Reverend  Jesuits  and  their  Successors.  That  by 
Letters  Patent  of  the  11th  April  1658,  His  Majesty  the  King  of  France, 
confirmed  that  Grant  to  the  ancestors  of  your  Petitioners  :  and  His  Ma- 
jesty's motive,  as  expressed  in  that  Instrument,  was,  that  it  is  most  rea- 
sonable that  they  should  have  and  retain  in  their  own  country,  such  ex- 
tent of  Land  as  maybe  necessary  for  their  support  in  common,  and  for 
enabling  them  to  live  in  a  settled  state.  That  the  said  confirmation  was 
made  on  condition  that  the  Indians  aforesaid,  should  ever  be  and  remain 
under  the  conduct  and  protection  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Society  of  Jesus, 
without  whose  advice  and  consent  they  could  not  convey,  grant,  sell  or 
alienate  the  said  Lands,  nor  permit  individuals  to  hunt  or  fish,  without 
the  assent  of  the  said  Fathers,  to  whom  His  Majesty  granted  the  direc- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  said  Indians,  without  their  being  obliged  to 
render  any  account  therof  to  any  one  but  their  own  Superior.  That  so 
early  as  the  31st  December  1635,  the  same  Company  of  New  France 
had  conceded  to  Robert  Giffard  the  Seigniory  of  Beauport  ,  consisting 
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of  one  League  of  Land  along  the  Bank  of  the  River  Saint  Lawrence, 
by  one  league  and  a  half  in  depth  j  and  on  the  16th  April  164-7,  the 
same  Company  of  New  France  had  likewise  granted  to  the  said  Robert 
GifFard  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel,  beginning  at  the  same  place  as  the 
Grant  of  Beauport  adjacent  thereto,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  having  a  depth 
of  ten  leagues,  towards  the  north  west.  Your  Petitioners  further  re- 
present, that  Mr.  GifFard  experienced  no  difficulty  in  taking  possession 
of  his  Seigniory  of  Beauport,  but  that  the  Land  cn  either  side  of  that 
Seigniory,  the  Hill  of  Beaupre  on  the  north-east,  and  the  Seigniory  of 
Notre  Dames  des  Anges  on  the  south-west,  having  been  conceded  befoie 
the  16th  April  1647,  it  was  impossible  to  fiil  up  the  Concession  of  the 
Fief  St.  Gabriel  at  the  place  where  Beauport  is,  unless  by  means  of  the 
Land  in  the  rear  of  that  prior  Grant,  which  would  have  been  according 
to  the  Deed  of  Grant,  although  coinciding  but  little  with  the  interests 
of  Mr.  GifFard,  who,  without  attending  to  the  tenor  of  the  Deed,  remo- 
ved the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel  to  a  totally  different  place,  gave  the 
same  a  depth  of  one  league  and  a  half,  without  any  determinate  breadth, 
the  same,  doubtless  being  conceded  as  a  remnant,  assumed  the  possession 
of  half  a  league  of  land  in  front,  by  ten  leagues  in  depth,  which  remain- 
ed between  the  Seigniories  of  Sillery  and  that  of  L'Epinay,  and  which 
he  gave  to  the  Religious  Ladies  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  to  whom  Mr.  De 
Lauzon,  then  Governor,  gave  a  Grant  thereof  on  the  20th  April  1652, 
under  the  name  of  the  Fief  St.  Ignace,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the 
Land  conceded  on  the  River  St.  Charles,  to  Guillaume  Couillard,  (Fief 
L'Epinay)  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  Division  Line  of  the  Lands 
recently  granted  to  the  Indians.  Thus  according  to  the.  latter  Grant, 
the  Fief  St.  Ignace  was  bounded  in  front  by  the  River  St.  Charles,  on 
the  north  east  by  the  Fief  L'Epinay,  and  on  the  south-west  by  the  Sei- 
gniory of  Sillery,  belonging  to  the  Indians.  Mr.  GifFard,  however,  car- 
ried matters  so  far  as  to  include  within  his  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Seigniory  of  Sillery,  of  ](vhich  he  left  the  Indians  no 
more  than  one  league  and  a  half  in  depth,  being  the  interval  between  the 
River  St.  Lawrence  and  St.  Charles.  Thus  from  this  moment,  the  Fief 
St.  Ignace,  bounded  in  front  by  the  River  St.  Charles,  was  no  longer 
bounded  on  the  south-west  by  the  Lands  of  the  Indians,  since  they 
were  thus  divested  of  them,  but  by  the  Lands  of  which  Mr.  GifFard  as- 
sumed the  possession,  and  which  he  denominated  the  Seigniory  of  St. 
Gabriel  ;  and  this  manifest  encroachment  was  made  without  any  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Jesuits,  who  were  not  thereby  to  be  losers.  In 
fact,  whatever  Mr.  GifFard  and  his  Spouse  had  taken  from  the  Seigniory 
of  Sillery,  was  given  to  the  Reverend  Fathers  the  Jesuits,  as  the  reward 
of  their  good  and  agreeable  services,  by  Deed  of  Gift,  executed  before 
Mr.  Paul  Vachon,  Notary,  on  the  2nd  November  1667,  and  they  pos- 
sessed the  same  from  that  time  to  the  date  of  the  dissolution  of  thtir  Or- 
der. There  still  remained  to  the  Indians  one  league  in  front,  by  one 
league  and  a  half  in  depth,  and  the  Jesuits  were  determined  to  have  the 
whole  Seigniory  of  Sillery,  from  which  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel  had 
been  dismembered.    To  attain  that  end,  they  availed  themselves  of  their 


influence  over  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  in  order  to  remove  them  from 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  ;  succeeding  in  occasioning  them  to  abandon 
their  former  settlement  in  Sillery, along  the  River,  to  establish  themselves 
at  another  place  more  out  of  the  way,  within  the  Fief  of  Sillery,  they 
thence  transferred  them  to  the  existing  Village  of  Lorette,  situated  in  the 
remote  part  of  the  true  Seigniory  of  Sillery,  and  where  the  Indiana  still 
considered  themselves  at  home,  not  suspecting  the  Jesuits  of  having  as- 
sumed a  property  of  which  they  were  the  Administrators  and  Trustees. 
After  the  last  mentioned  migration  of  the  Indians,  the  Jesuit  Fathers 
determined  to  ask  for  themselves  what  remained  to  the  Indians  of  the 
Fief  Sillery,  and  as  there  was  a  deficiency  of  reasons  for  so  doing,  they 
fabricated  some,  which  served  the  purpose,  and  they  obtained  from  Mes- 
sieurs de  Callieres  and  Bochart,  Governor  and  Intendant,a  Grant,  bear- 
ing date  the  3rd  October  1699,  granting  to  them,  from  the  motives 
therein  assigned,  the  Seigniory  of  Sillery,  one  league  in  breadth,  along 
the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  one  league  and  a  half  in  depth,  as  far  as 
the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel,  which  terminates  the  same  in  the  rear.  The 
King  of  France  confirmed  with  regret,  this  unjust  Grant,  by  a  Letter 
of  6th  May  1702  The  Jesuits  having  so  alrered  the  Title  of  their 
possession,  by  obtaining  of  Mr.  and  Madame  GifTard,  and  of  the  King 
of  France,  that  which  belonged  neither  to  the  King  nor  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Giffard,  held  possession  in  fact  and  for  a  long  time.  But  Your  Petition- 
ers conceive  that  they  could  not  prescribe  against  their  Wards,  who  had 
not  faculty  of  free  agency  The  Titles  of  the  Jesuits  could  not  have 
withstood  opposition,  had  any  been  made,  and  it  was  the  province  of  the 
Jesuits  to  make  such  opposition  for  the  Indians,  whose  administrators 
and  guardians  they  were.  Your  Petitioners  have  heard,  that  one  of  the 
essential  characteristics  of  the  Sovereign's  liberality,  is,  that  it  is  ever 
exerted  without  prejudice  to  any  right  acquired  by  third  persons.  And 
if  this  be  well  founded,  Your  Petitioners  conceive,  that  the  King  of 
France  could  not  validly  give  to  the  Jesuits,  that  which  he  had  already 
bestowed  on  the  Indians.  Your  Petitioners  further  represent,  that  the 
other  Indians  of  this  Country  have  not  been  despoiled  of  their  proper- 
ty, and  that  the  Iroquois  of  St.  Regis,  and  of  Sault  St.  Louis,  as  also 
the  Abenaquis,  of  St.  Francois,  are  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
Seigniories,  which  the  French  Kings  permitted  them  to  retain  in  their 
own  Couutry.  That  Your  Petitioners  alone,  victims  of  the  simplicity 
of  their  ancestors,  and  of  the  cupidity  of  the  Jesuits,  are  divested  of 
all,  and  reduced  to  utter  poverty  ;  even  so  that  in  a  country  of  which 
their  ancestors  once  were  masters,  they  have  lost  all  the  right  even  of  hunt- 
ing, and  dare  no  longer  enter  the  forest,  where  they  are  daily  expelled  with 
violence  by  the  Proprietors,  who  consider  them  as  malefactors,  and  treat 
them  accordingly.  Wherefore  Your  Petitioners  pray  your  Honorable 
House  will  consider  the  justice  of  their  claim,  and  the  extent  of  their 
sufferings,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  meet,  in  order  to 
obtain  for  them  that  justice,  which  is  due  from  a  paternal  and  equitable 
Government,  to  which  the  Hurons  ever  have  been,  as  ever  they  will,  re- 
main faithful.  Lorette  Village,  26th  January  18J9. 


HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY, 

Wednesday,  24tth  December,  1823. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  the  Chiefs  and  other  Indians  of  the 
Huron  nation  residing  at  Lorette,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
that  part  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief's  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  Session  of  the  Legislature,  on  the  16th  Deer.  1820, 
which  relates  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Waste  Lands  of  the  Crown. 

Attest 

(Signed)       Wm.  LINDSAY,  Clk.  Assy. 


HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY, 

Friday,  27th  February,  1824. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neilson  and  Mr.  Belanger  be  added  to  this 
Committee. 

Attest. 


(Signed)       Wm.  LINDSAY,  Clk,  Assy, 


[LORETTE  INDIANS.] 

YOUR  Committee  began  with  causing  to  be  laid  before  them  the  evi- 
dence produced  to  a  Committe  of  the  Assembly  in  the  year  1819, 
upon  a  reference  similar  to  that  now  made  to  your  Committee. 

They  next  examined  the  Head  Chief  in  the  presence  cf  his  Council ; 
his  answers,  which  had  the  unanimous  approbation  of  his  Council,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report  under  the  Letter  (A.) 

Your  Committee  next  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  Title 
Deeds  and  other  Documents  laid  before  your  Committee  by  the  Peti- 
tioners. 

For  the  right  understanding  of  these  papers,  it  was  necessary  for  your 
Committee  to  obtain  information  upon  the  History  of  the  Huron  Nation, 
whereof  the  Petitioners  form  a  Remnant,  and  of  the  circumstances  which 
preceded  and  led  to  the  settlement  of  their  ancestors  at  the  Village  of 
Lorette,  where  the  Petitioners  now  reside. 

(a)  In  the  beginning  of  the  Sixteenth  Century,  the  Hurons  occupied 
the  rich  and  fertile  country  which  is  bounded  by  Lake  Erie  on  the  South, 
by  Lake  Huron  on  the  West,  and  by  Lake  Ontario  on  the  East,  between 
the  forty-second  and  forty-fifth  degrees  of  North  Latitude;  and  although 
considerably  diminished  in  number  by  their  wars  with  the  Iroquois  In- 
dians, are  said  to  have  amounted  to  from  Forty  to  Fifty  Thousand 
Souls ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  than  they  formed  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful Indian  Nations  upon  this  Northern  Continent. 

Under  the  Treaty  of  St.  Germain,  the  possession  of  Canada  was  in 
the  year  1632  restored  to  Fiance,  and  by  one  of  the  Stipulations  of  that 
Treaty,  all  traffic  therein  with  the  Indians  was  interdicted  to  British 
subjects. 

ib)  In  1633,  the  Company  of  New  France  re-entered  into  possession  of 
-all  that  they  had  ever  held  in  Canada.  Mr.  De  Champlain,  who  was 
in  that  year  sent  out  as  Governor  resumed  a  project  which  he  h.i  long 
formed  to  attach  to  himself  the  Huron  Nation,  from  which  the  New 
Colony  had  so  much  to  hope  and  fear,  and  to  begin  by  converting  them 
to  Christianity,  convinced  that  this  would  form  the  most  indissoluble 
bond  of  Union  between  the  New  Settlers  and  this  powerful  Nation.  (<r) 
He  thought  that  their  conversion  would  accredit  Christianity  with  the 
other  tribes,  and  he  wished  by  means  of  religious  missions  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  establishment  which  he  had  in  view  in  their  country,  situated 
most  advantageously  for  trade,  and  from  whence  it  would  be  easy  to  pu&h 
discoveries  to  the  very  extremity  of  North  America. 

Although  the  number  of  Proselytes  down  to  this  time  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly few,  be  had  still  hopes  of  ultimate  success;  hopes  which  are 
said  to  have  been  founded  upon  the  sober  judicious  and  lofty  character  of 

(a)  Charlevoix  I  vol.  184-5.  4to.  Edition  of  1711. 

(b)  Idem      I  vol.  177-8—181-2. 
;c)      Idem     1  vol.  185. 
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the  understanding  of  this  people,  and  upon  their  habits  being  more 
sedentary  and  laborious  than  those  of  any  other  of  the  savage  nations 
then  known  upon  this  Continent,  (d) 

In  the  year  1634,  the  first  Mission  was  established  in  the  Country  of 
the  Hurons. 

The  fruits  of  their  labours  were  small  in  the  first  year,  and  in  the  year 
1635  they  had  only  administered  Baptism  to  five  or  six  Adults.  (<?) 

In  1636,  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Chevalier  de  Montmagny,  upon 
entering  upon  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  was  to  put  into  order  the 
Seminary  which  had  been  projected  the  previous  year  for  the  children  of 
the  Indians,  in  the  Jesuits*  College  at  Quebec,  and  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  begin  with  the  Huron  Indians,  of  whom  sevetal  families  had  then 
recently  embraced  the  Christian  Faith.  The  Indians  refused  to  send  their 
children  to  this  School.  (/) 

In  1638,  the  country  was  visited  with  a  malady,  which  in  a  short  time 
was  communicated  from  Village  to  Village  and  threatened  utterly  to  des- 
troy the  Nation.  The  Missionaries  rendered  great  services  by  their  me- 
dical skill,  and  obtained  thereby  influence  over  this  people,  fgj 

In  1638,  a  period  when  religious  zeal  as  well  with  the  Catholics  as 
with  the  Protestants  was  at  its  height,  the  Jesuits  in  Canada  urged  the 
expediency  of  giving  to  the  Indians  Land  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quebec,  where  they  might  live  together  in  the  European  manner,  and 
receive  religious  instruction,  (h) 

Entire  Communities  in  Paris  and  in  the  Provinces  imposed  upon  them- 
selves  penances,  and  offered  up  Public  Prayers  for  the  success  of  this  en- 
terprize.  Persons  of  the  highest  rank  at  the  French  Court,  the  Prin- 
cesses of  the  Blood,  and  the  Queen  herself,  entered  into  and  promoted 
the  views  of  the  Missionaries.  Q) 

But  no  one  was  more  zealous  than  the  Commander  de  Sylleri,  who 
sent  out  workmen  to  Quebec  addressed  to  the  Jesuits,  to  be  employed 
in  erecting  the  necessary  buildings  for  the  new  Colony  of  Indians,  (i) 

The  Superior  of  the  Jesuits  selected  a  place  which  has  since  been 
known^by  the  name  of  Sylleri.  (/) 

Many  of  the  Huron  Indians  were,  (m)  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Jesuits, 
induced  to  settle  at  this  spot  ;  but  at  the  very  time  of  making  the  settle- 
ment, the  more  sagacious  of  them  seem  to  have  entertained  suspicions  as 
to  the  views  of  the  Missionaries.  This  is  evinced  by  a  («)  Speech  of  an 
Indian  Chief  to  the  Jesuit  Missionary  in  that  year,  and  which  is  sub- 
joined to  this  Report  under  the  Letter  (B.) 

(d)  Charlevoix   1st  vol.  p.  178. 

(e)  Idem  1st  —  p  188. 
(J)      Idem         1st    —    p  199. 

(g)  Idem  1st  —  p  203. 

(h)  Idem  1st  —  p  ibid,. 

(i)  Idem  1st  —  p  204. 
(k)  Idem  1st  —  p  ibid. 
(I)  Idem  1st  —  p  ibid 
(m)  Idem  1st  —  p  205. 

(«)  Francisei  Creuxii  Historia  Canadensis,  page  223, 


From  1637  to  164-8  (q)  the  Missionaries  were  engaged  in  making 
converts  and  the  description  given  by  them  of  the  zeal  and  faith  of  the 
Catachumens  of  Sylleri  reminds  us  of  the  first  ages  of  the  Church. 

The  Indians  were  taught  to  believe  that  miracles  were  from  time  to 
time  performed,  and  the  influence  of  their  religious  instructors  was 
without  limits.  - 

In  the  years  1649  and  1650  the  Huron  nation  was  nearly  extirpated 
by  the  Iroquois,  and  the  remnant  of  the  Hurons  under  the  guidance  of  a 
Jesuit  Priest  joined  their  Brethren  at  Sylleri  (p) 

On  the  11th  of  March  in  the  year  1651,  the  Company  of  New 
France  granted  to  the  Indians  residing  at  Sylleri  one  league  in  front  by 
four  leagues  in  depth,  at  the  said  place  called  Sylleri. 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  possession  was  taken  of  this  Seig- 
niory by  a  Jesuit  Priest  "  as  Tutor  to  the  Indians." 

On  the  1 1th  of  April  1658  the  King  of  France  confirmed  the  above 
Grant,  assigning  as  a  reason  for  doing  so  "  that  it  was  very  reasonable 
"  that  they  (the  Savages)  should  have  and  retain  in  their  Country,  the 
"  extent  of  ground  which  shall  be  necessary  for  them  to  live  in  com- 
s<  mon,  and  lead  a  sedentary  life  near  the  French  Settlers." 

By  this  deed  of  confirmation  the  King  of  France  gave  to  the  Jesuits 
the  entire  and  uncontrollable  administration  of  the  Lauds  so  granted  to 
the  Indians. 

As  well  the  before-mentioned  Grant  to  the  Indians,  as  the  Instrument 
establishing  the  taking  possession  of  the  Seigniory  of  Sylleri  by  the  Je- 
suits for  the  Indians,  and  the  before-mentioned  deed  of  confirmation  by 
the  King  of  France  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report  un- 
der the  Letter  (C.) 

In  the  year  1699  the  Superior  of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada  presented  to 
the  Governor  and  Intendant  a  Petition,  wherein  they  pray  "  His  Majes- 
"  ty  might  be  pleased  to  transfer  to  them,  in  their  own  right,  the  Fiefs, 
"  Lands  and  Seigneuries  of  Sylleri,  which  down  to  that  time  they  had 
"  enjoyed  as  administrators  of  the  property  of  the  Christian  Indians  to 
"  whom  the  said  Fief  had  been  given  by  His  Majesty  in  the  month  of 
"  July  1651,  and  which  the  said  Indians  had  been  obliged  to  abandon 
41  ten  or  twelve  years  previously,  to  settle  elsewhere,  as  well  because  the 
"  lands  under  culture  were  altogether  worn  out,  as  because  fire  wood 
"  having  been  cut  upon  the  said  Seigniory  for  nearly  forty  years,  was 
"  only  to  be  had  at  a  great  distance  from  the  place  of  their  residence. " 

The  Governor  and  Intendant  granted  the  prayer  of  this  petition, 
being,  as  they  say,  fully  informed  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  said  fa- 
thers of  the  Company  of  Jesus,  in  the  great  aids  spiritual  and  temporal 
which  they  render  to  the  Savages  of  this  Country,  and  of  the  great 
pains  which  they  have  taken,  and  the  excessive  expences  which  they  have 

(o)  Charlevoix  I.  205,-250,  and  sequente  — Francisci  Creuxii  Historia  Canadensis  pages  362,  367, 
♦26,  4!>2,  495.— And  Histoire  de  l'Hotel  Dieu  de  Quebec. 
<j>)  Charlevoix  I.  295  to  305. 
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incurred  to  support  the  Missions  of  the  said  Savages,  and  to  labour  fof 
their  salvation,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  those  who  were  settled  at 
the  said  place  of  Sylleri,  for  whom,  since  they  have  left  that  place, 
they  have  bought  at  their  own  costs  other  Lands  in  different  parts  of 
this  Country  to  settle  them  thereupon,  without  which  they  would  have 
been  dispersed. 

The  description  of  the  Lands  granted  by  this  deed  is  as  follows: — 

The  Fief,  Land  and  Seigneurie  of  Sillery  of  a  league  in  breadth  up- 
on the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  a  league  and  a  half  or  thereabouts 
in  depth  till  it  reaches  the  Fief  St.  Gabriel,  which  bounds  it  in  the 
rear,  commencing  on  the  North  East  side  at  the  "  Pointe  de  Puisseaux," 
and  on  the  South  West  side  at  a  line  which  separates  it  from  the  Fief 
Guadarville,  one  of  which  lines  was  drawn  about  twenty  five  and  the 
other  about  forty  years  before,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  former- 
ly granted  to  the  said  Savages. 

The  influence  of  the  Jesuits  at  the  Court  of  France,  enabled  them 
to  obtain  from  the  King  of  France  a  Confirmation  of  this  grant  "  al- 
"  though  contrary  to  a  rule  which  His  Majesty  had  laid  down  to  give  no 
"  more  Lands  in  Canada  to  Religious  Communities. " 

These  papers  will  be  fouud  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report  under  the 
letter  (D.) 

The  validity  of  this  Grant  of  the  Fief  of  Sylleri  to  the  Jesuits  may- 
be questioned  upon  strong  Grourrds* 

They  were  the  priests  and  spiritual  advisers  of  the  Huron  Indians. 

They  took  possession  of  the  Seigniory  of  Sylleri  on  the  13th  Match 
1651,  as  the  Tutors  of  the  Indians — They  continued  that  possession 
down  to  1699,  as  admitted  in  their  own  petition  as  Administrators  of 
the  property  of  the  Indians. 

Under  the  131  st  article  of  the  Ordonnance  of  Francis  the  first  m 
1539,  and  the  declaration  of  Henry  the  2d  of  1549,  and  the  276th  arti- 
cle of  the  Custom  of  Paris,  the  Jesuits  could  not  lawfully  have  accept- 
ed a  donation  of  these  Lands  from  the  Huron  Indians  themselves. 

Nor  do  the  legal  disabilities  of  an  agent  or  tutor  in  relation  to  the  ac- 
quiring of  the  property  of  his  principal  or  pupil  depend  solely  upon  the 
above  positive  Laws. 

"  The  OfSce  infers  a  natural  disability  which  ex  m  termini  imports 

the  highest  quality  of  legal  disability,  a  Law  which  flows  from  nature, 
"  and  is  founded  in  the  reason  and  nature  of  the  thing,  is  paramount 
*«  to  all  positive  Law.  This  is  not  an  arbitrary  or  local  disposition,  it 
"  is  the  constitution  of  nature  itself,  and  is  as  old  as  the  formation  of 
"  Society,  and  of  course  it  must  be  universal,  it  proceeds  from  nature 
«  and  is  silently  received  and  made  effectual  wherever  any  well  regula- 
"  ted  system  of  Civil  Jurisprudence  is  known. 

"  The  ground  on  which  the  disability  or  disqualification  rests,  is  no 
*<  other  than  that  principle  which  dictates  that  a  person  cannot  be  both 

judge  and  party  ;  no  man  can  serve  two  masters.    He  that  is  entrust- 


Si  ed  with  the  interest  of  others,  cannot  be  allowed  to  make  the  business 

an  object  of  interest  to  himself,  because  from  the  frailty  of  nature,  one 
"  who  has  the  power  will  be  too  readily  seized  with  the  inclinations  to 
u  use  the  opportunity  of  serving  his  own  interest,  at  the  expense  of  those 
«*  with  whom  he  is  intrusted." 

*  The  danger  of  temptation  from  the  frailty  and  advantage  for  doing 
"  wrong,  which  a  particular  situation  affords,  does  out  of  the  mere 
<«  necessity  of  the  case,  work  a  disqualification  ;  nothing  less  than  inca- 
"  pacity  of  being  able  to  shut  the  door  against  temptation,  where  the  dan- 
'«  geris  imminent  and  the  security  against  discovery  great,  as  it  must  be 
"  where  the  difficulty  of  prevention  or  remedy  is  inherent  to  the  very  si- 
"  tuation  which  creates  the  danger." 

"  The  wise  policy  of  the  Law  has  therefore  put  the  sting  of  a  disa- 
"  bility  into  the  temptation,  as  a  defensive  weapon  against  the  strength 
"  of  the  danger  which  lies  in  the  situation." 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  Committee  that  in  point  of  fact  the  Je- 
suits had  given  to  the  Indians  a  tract  of  Land  in  lieu  of  the  fief  of  Syl- 
leri.  If  they  had  not,  then  the  Grant  obtained  from  the  King  of 
France  is  founded  upon  a  suggestio  falsi  on  the  part  of  the  Grantees, 
viz  : — the  purchase  of  other  Lands  for  the  Indians  by  the  Priests, 
which  of  itself  would  be  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  title. 

The  Huron  Indians  did  not  rerrove  to  Lorette  till  the  year  1670, 
as  appears  by  the  examinations  taken  before  the  Committee  in  1819- 
They  were  first  moved  back  from  Sylleri,  to  the  Cote  St.  Michel, 
(Parish  of  St.  Foi)  thence  to  Aneienne  Lorette,  and  thence  to  their  pre- 
sent residence. 

And  lastly,  the  King  of  France  had  not  the  power  to  make  the  grant 
in  question,  inasmuch  as  the  Fief  Sylleri  had  been  previously  granted  to 
the  Indians. 

And  inasmuch  also  as  the  King  of  France  never  had,  or  pretended  to 
have,  the  power  of  revoking  his  grants  ex  mero  motu. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Seigniory  of  Sylleri,  as  granted  to  the 
Indians  in  1651,  contained  four  leagues  in  depth,  whilst  it  is  described  ia 
the  grant  to  the  Jesuits  of  1699,  as  containing  only  one  and  a  half  leagues 
and  as  bounded  in  the  rear  by  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel. 

Upon  referring  to  the  original  title  of  St.  Gabriel,  bearing  date  11th 
April  1647,  it  will  be  found  that  that  Seigniory  is  described  as  follows  : 

"  Two  leagues  of  Land  in  New  France,  beginning  from  the  same  pla- 
u  ces  as  his  present  concession,  extending  along  the  same  as  near  as  possi- 
"  ble,by  ten  leagues  in  depth  towards  the  north-west,  to  have,  hold  and 
"  enjoy  the  same  to  himself  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  «*  At  the 
close  of  this  title  it  is  said  "  we  enjoin  Mr.  de  Montmagny  the  King's 
"  Governor  at  Quebec,  and  for  our  general  company,  that  be  do  put  the 
"  said  Sieur  Giffard  into  possession  of  the  lands  above  granted,  and  that 
"  he  do  assign  unto  the  said  Sieur  Giffard  the  title  and  limits  thereof, 
«  and  that  of  the  Proces  Verbal  to  be  thereof  made,  he  do  return  unta 
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"  the  said  Company  of  New  France  a  Certificate  by  the  return  of  the 
"  first  vessels." 

There  being  no  ungranted  Land  which  answered  this  description,  Mr. 
Giffard,  named  in  the  first  grant,  obtained  a  second  grant  not  of  any  speci- 
fic Tract  of  Land,  but  generally  as  near  as  possible  out  of  waste  lands 
either  on  the  north  or  on  the  south,  as  they  shall  be  designated  by 
Mr.  de  Montmagny,  Governor  of  Quebec,  to  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the 
same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Now,  until  the  designation  mentioned  in  the  said  last  grant  was  made, 
no  property  was  conveyed  by  it.  It  was  in  truth  rather  a  promise  to 
grant  a  certain  quantity  of  Land  than  an  actual  grant  of  any  specific  tract. 

From  the  manner  in  which  location  was  made  of  the  Seigniory  of  St. 
Gabriel,  two  and  a  half  leagues  in  length  by  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
Seigniory  of  Sylleri  were  cut  off  from  that  Seigniory,  and  it  would  ap- 
pear to  be  for  this  reason  that  the  Jesuits  describe  the  Seigniory  of  Sylle- 
ri as  being  only  one  and  a  half  leagues  in  depth. 

If,  previous  to  the  donation  by  Mr.  Giffard  to  the  Jesuits  in  1699,  a 
claim  had  been  set  up  by  him  to  this  dismemberment  of  the  Fief  of  Syl- 
leri, it  would  have  seemed  liable  to  have  received  the  answer  that  they 
had  been  in  possession  of  the  entire  Fief  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
under  the  grant  of  the  11th  March  1651,  and  the  formal  taking  of  pos- 
session on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  and  that  the  title  to  Mr.  Giffard 
of  the  15th  day  of  May  1647,  could  not  be  opposed  to  them  unless  he 
shewed  that  the  designation  required  by  that  title  had  been  made  in 
due  form  of  law  previous  to  the  11th  March  1651. 

The  Jesuits  whether  looked  upon  in  the  light  of  Tutors  or  of  Admi- 
nistrators of  the  Indians  were  the  depositaaies  of  their  Titles,  and  bound 
to  maintain  their  rights  against  the  whole  world.  If  there  were  a  flaw 
in  these  Titles,  (which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  case)  it  was  not 
competent  to  them  even  to  buy  up  a  better  title  to  part  of  the  Estates  of 
the  Indians  for  their  own  use,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  their  pupils  or  princi- 
pals. And  if,  as  on  the  present  occasion,  they  obtained  a  donation  of 
portions  of  Land  whereof  they  had  the  administration,  that  donation 
could  not  legally  or  equitably  enure  to  them  for  their  own  benefit,  but 
must  enure  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  their  pupils  or  principals. 

The  above  mentioned  Titles  to  the  Fief  St.  Gabriel  and  Beauport 
whereof  it  purported  to  be  an  augmentation,  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  thii  Report  under  the  Letter  (E.) 

In  the  year  1797,  the  last  of  the  Jesuits  having  then  departed  this 
life,  the  Huron  Indians  presented  a  Memorial  to  His  Excellency  Sir  Ro- 
bert Prescott,  in  which  they  stated  the  claims  now  under  consideration. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  refer  this  Petition  to  the  then  Attor- 
ney General,  who  made  a  Report  unfavorable  to  the  claims  of  the  Hu- 
ron*. 

The  Report  of  the  Attorney  General,  as  well  as  the  answer  given  by 
General  Prescott  to  the  Hurons,  will  be  found  subjoined  to  this  Report. 
The  Huron  Indians  having  obtained  a  Copy  of  this  Report,  and  dis- 


covering  what  they  conceived  to  be  errors  therein,  presented  afterwards  a 
Petition  to  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevost,  in  which  they  pointed 
out  the  said  errors,  and  prayed  a  new  reference,  which  was  granted.  Up- 
on this  second  reference,  a  Report  wa8  made  by  the  Acting  Attorney 
General,  which  will  also  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

In  December  1821,  a  Petition  was  presented  by  the  Huron  Indians  to 
His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  upon  which  he  was  pleased  to 
order  a  reference  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  The  Report  up- 
on this,  the  reference,  will  also  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  The  last 
mentioned  papers  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report  under 
the  Letter  ,(F  ) 

The  Huron  Indians  had  previously  made  an  application  to  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  in  England  through  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bouchette, 
they  were,  as  might  have  been  expected,  referred  to  the  Provincial  Au- 
thorities. 

The  examination  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bouchette  upon  this  part  of 
the  subject  before  your  Committee,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  un- 
der the  Letter  (G.) 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  three  several  Reports  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  upon  the  claims  of  the  Petitonert. 

It  appears  by  these  Reports,  that  the  before-mentioned  Grant  of  1651, 
was  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April  1658  enregistered  in  the  Parliament 
of  Paris. 

By  the  Constitution  of  France  no  Acts  were  required  to  be  enregis- 
tered in  the  Parliament,  except  Legislative  Acts  and  Acts  concerning 
the  State  ;  and  once  enregistered  they  could  only  be  set  aside  by  the  con- 
current authority  of  the  King  and  the  Parliament  according  to  the 
known  maxim,  that  unumquodque  dissolvitur  eodem  ligamine  quo  ligatur. 

It  is  true  that  the  Deed  of  1699,  was  enregistered  in  the  Superior 
Council  of  Quebec,  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  by  the  Constitutional 
Law  of  France,  the  words  "  saving  the  rights  of  others  in  the  premises, 
and  of  the  King  in  all  things,"  are  usually  expressed  in  Patents,  and  when 
not  expressed  are  implied,  and  that  at  this  time  the  Indians  had  themselves 
no  legitima  persona  standi  in  Judicio,  but  were  represented  by  the  very 
Jesuits  who  obtained  the  enregistration  of  the  Patent  for  themselves, 
which  as  the  Tutors  and  Administrators  of  the  Indians,  it  was  their  duty 
to  have  opposed. 

So  also,  the  King  of  France  could  not  more  than  the  King  of  Eng- 
land re-enter  upon  Lands  granted  by  him,  by  reason  of  any  alledged 
breach  of  the  Conditions  of  the  Grant,  without  judicial  proceeding  es- 
tablishing the  forfeiture  and  re-uniting  the  Lands  to  the  King's  Domain, 

No  such  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  had,  nor  indeed  does  it  seem 
that  there  were  any  grounds  for  pretending  that  a  forfeiture  had  been  in- 
curred. 

Under  these  circumstances  their  only  remedy  appeared  to  be  in  a  Court 
of  Law,  by  bringing  an  action  against  one  of  the  Censitaires,  holding 
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Lands  within  the  Seigniory  claimed  by  them,  and  thus  trying  their  Title. 
But  here  a  new  obstacle  presented  itself. 

Without  legislative  aid  they  must  have  failed  in  their  action,  although 
the  Land  truly  belonged  to  them.  The  question,  whether  they  were 
Proprietors  of  Sylleri,  could  not  have  come  before  the  Court,  without 
trying  the  previous  question  of  their  legal  existence  as  a  corporated  bo- 
dy. To  relieve  them  from  this  evil,  Petitions  were  presented  by  them  to 
the  several  Branches  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Christian  Indians  residing  within  the  Province  of  Lower-Canada, 
are  to  all  intents  British  subjects,  governed  by  the  same  laws,  having  the 
same  rights,  and  liable  to  the  same  duties  as  other  His  Majesty's  subjects. 
The  difference  of  complexion  and  language  constitute  no  legitimate 
ground  of  distinction.  By  the  Laws  of  England  as  of  France,  Corpo- 
rations can  only  be  created  by  the  Crown  or  by  the  Legislature.  To 
establish  the  filiation  o£  the  presentlnhabitants  of  Lorette  in  a  Court  of 
L.aw,  however  notorious  the  facts  might  be,  was  utterly  impossible. 

Your  Committee,  observing  what  was  said  by  the  Head  Chief  at  the 
close  of  his  examination,  "that  they  were  persuaded,  and  had  no  doubt 
**  that  the  Seigniory  which  they  claim  belongs  to  them,  that  they  placed 
*  all  their  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their  good  King,  for  obtaining 
(t  what  they  claimed  by  their  said  Petition,"  recommend  that  an  humble 
Address  of  this  House  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Chief,  praying  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  confirm  to  the  des- 
cendants of  the  Christian  Indians,  established  at  Sylleri  in  the  year  1651, 
and  now  resident  at  the  Village  of  Lorette,  the  said  Seigniory  of  Sillery, 
as  described  in  the  aforesaid  Grant  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  bear- 
ing date  thellth  of  March  1651. 

All  which  is  nevertheless  humbly  submitted. 

ANDREW  STUART, 

Chairman. 

Quebec,  26th  February,  1821. 
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HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY,  COMMITTEE  ROOM, 
Friday,  29th  January  1819. 
Present, — Messrs.  A>  Stuart,  Taschereau,  Belief,  Gauvreau, 
Davidson  and  Neilson. 

Mr.NEiLsoN  called  to  the  Chair. 

Read  the  Order  of  Reference. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Perfons  be  called  before  your  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  next  the  2d  February  at  10  o'clock. 

Nicolas  Vincent,  Grand  Chief  or  Captain  of  the  "Chriftian 
Indians  domiciliated  at  Jeune  Lorette,  bringing  with  him  fuch 
Papers  as  he  may  polTefs  relating  to  the  right  or  claim  of  faid  In- 
dians to  the  Fiefs  Sylleri  and  St.  Gabriel. 

Petit  Etienne  a  Chief  of  faid  Indians,  Ambroife  Trudelle  Cap- 
tain of  Militia  St.  Ambroife,  Jean  Belanger,  Esquire,  Quebec. 

The  Honble.  Louis  De  Salaberry,  Member  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Charles  De  Salaberry,  Efquire. 

Jean  Baptifte  D'Eftimauville,  Efquire. 

That  the  Chairman  move  an  Addrefs  to  His  Grace  for  the 
Title  Deeds  of  Sylleri  and  St.  Gabriel,  and  a  MelTage  to  the  Le- 
gislative Council  for  leave  for  Colonel  De  Salaberry  to  appear. 

Adjourned  'till  Friday  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  2d  February  1819. 

Present, — Mr.  Neilson,  in  the  Chair,  MelTrs.  Davidson,  Tas~ 
chereau,  Gauxreau,  Cuvillier,  A.  Stuart  and  Blanchet. 

Nicolas  Vincent,  (Tsawanhonhi)  Grand  Chief  or  Captain  of  the 
Chriftian  Indians  domiciliated  at  Lorette,  called  in,  who  appeared 
together  with  Petit  Etienne  (Oyaralecte,)  Andre  (Tsouhahifen,) 
Michel  Siouy  (Teacheandahe,)  Stanislas  Kostka,  (Aharathaha,)  all 
Chiefs  and  forming  the  Council  according  to  the  ancient  ufage  of 
the  faid  Indians  or  Hurons  of  Lorette,  (Ouandats,)  and  alfo  Louis 
Vincent  of  the  faid  Village,  Chief  and  Interpreter. 

O.  Have  you  a  Copy  of  the  Title  Deeds  of  the  Fiefs  Sylleri  ? 

A.  The  faid  Chief  Nicolas  Vincent  (fpeaking  in  the  Huron 
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tongue  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  and  interpreted  by  Louis  Vin- 
cent, after  a  complimentary  fpeech,  and  exprelling  the  failure  of 
their  endeavours  to  obtain  their  Lands  and  their  reduced  condi- 
tion,) answered,  Yes;  and  produced  a  Paper  endorfed  "  Titles 
relative  to  the  Fief  of  Sylleri,  claimed  by  the  Indians  of  Lorette 
1798  together  with  a  statement  of  dates  figned  «  LouisVincent," 
and  alfo  a  certified  Copy,  figned  «  Herman  Witsius  Ryland,"  of 
an  opinion  or  report  to  His  Excellency  Robert  Prescott,  Esquire, 
Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief,  by  Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral Sewell,  dated  3d  August  1797. 

O  What  knowledge  have  you  of  your  being  the  descendants 
of  the  Chriftian  Indians  formerly  eltablifhed  at  Sylleri  ? 

A.  (Delivered  and  Interpreted  as  before.) 

Our  Anceftors  could  not  write  :  we  have  no  books  ;  we  have  it 
by  tradition.  In  times  of  old  our  Chiefs  affembled  the  Nation  to 
hear  from  its  Chiefs  the  Hiftory  of  the  Nation  :  we  follow  the 
fame  cuftoms  and  relate  to  our  Children  the  affairs  of  our  Nation 
within  our  own  times.  The  old  Chiefs  relate  what  they  know 
of  old  times.  We  have  it  by  tradition,  that  our  forefathers  came 
by  invitation  to  Sylleri  from  the  Lakes  above.- — They  were  follow- 
ed by  other  Tribe  to  enjoy  a  Grant  of  Land  from  the  King  of 
France,  after  a  lapfe  of  time,  they  were  moved  back  from  Sylleri 
to  the  Cote  St.  Michel,  (Ste.  Foi,)  from  thence  to  A ncienne  Lo- 
rette, and  thence  to  our  prelent  refidence  ;  they  wanted  us  to  go 
to  Nicoiet  which  was  refufed  by  the  Chiefs  in  Council,  becaufe  we 
flood  upon  our  own  Land.  < 

Q.  Is  it  regularly  related,  that  you  are  the  descendants  of  the 
Indians  who  were  Settled  at  Sillery,  and  that  the  Lands  you  claim 
belong  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Is  the  Paper  given  in  figned  «  Louis  Vincent,"  containing 
the  dates  of  the  Settlement  at  Vkille  J^orette,  the  Settlement  at 
Jeune  Lorette,  (1697,)  the  building  of  the  Church,  (1730,)  the 
building  of  the  Mill,  (1731,)  and  the  Petition  to  Lord  Dorches- 
ter, (1791,)  conformable  to  your  national  traditions  ? 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Is  the  whole  Council  prefent  ? 

A.  Yes,  excepting  one  who  is  out  hunting,  Gabriel  Vincent, 
(Wawondrohnin) 

Q,  How  is  the  Council  appointed  ? 
A.  (Spoken  and  Interpreted  as  before.) 

This  is  the  way,  Brothers  ;  when  a  Chief  dies  the  Council  names 
another  and  announces  him  to  the  afTembled  Tribe  •,  but  when 
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the  Captain  or  Great  Chief  dies,  MefTengers  are  Tent  with  the 
intelligence  to  the  feven  Nations  or  Villages  of  Chriftian  Indians 
in  Lower-Canacla,  to  fay  that  the  Maft  is  fallen,  and  to  tell  them 
to  come  and  help  to  put  it  up;  a  deputation  from  each  afTembles 
at  the  Village.  The  Great  Chief  is  named  by  the  Council  of  the 
Tribe,  and  prefented  to  the  Deputies  of  the  other  Villages. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  Families  in  your  Village  ? 

A.  About  35  Families,  20  perfons  or  thereabouts  are  abfent — 
thofe  who  are  abfent  and  even  fettled  out  of  the  Village  would 
have  the  fame  right  to  the  Land  belonging  to  the  Tribe  as  thofe 
that  remain,  on  their  returning  among  us 

Q.  At  whofe  expenfe  were  the  Church  and  Mill  built  ? 

A.  The  Church  was  built  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Jefuits,  the 
Indians  working  at  the  building  and  furnifhing  aid  in  Furs — the 
Jefuits  asked  leave  of  the  Council  to  build  the  Mill,  which  was 
granted  and  built,  as  we  fuppofe  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Eftate. 

O  Did  the  Jefuits  ufually  make  you  any  allowance  for  your 
fupport  ? 

A.  Yes — when  the  Mill  was  firft  erected  the  Jefuits  allowed  us 
a  Minot  of  Wheat  annually  to  each  Family,  but  it  did  not  con- 
tinue long — It  was  foon  reduced  to  one  half,  that  is,  we  paid  half 
price. 

O.  Have  you  any  allowance  from  the  Jefuits'  Eftates  at  prefent  ? 

A.  No,  not  fince  forty  years  ago  ;  the  School  Mafter  had,  'till 
the  death  of  the  Jefuits,  an  allowance  of  one  Bufhel  of  Wheat 
per  month.  The  Commimoners  now  allow  five  fhillings  per  month 
in  commutation. 

Q.  On  what  account  did  the  Jesuits  discontinue  the  allowance 
of  Wheat  ? 

A.  We  do  not  know  :  when  they  ceased  to  give  the  allowance, 
we  began  to  afk  the  Pere  Giroux  for  our  lands.  He  said  he  had 
been  considering  of  it,  and  recommended  us  to  apply  to  Lord 
Dorchester,  which  we  did  in  179 ! ,  fince  time  which  we  have  peti- 
tioned every  Governor  who  arrived  ;  during  General  Prefcot's  ad- 
ministration we  received  an  opinion  of  the  then  Attorney  Gene- 
ral (the  one  handed  in)  in  anfwer  to  our  petition,  which  appear- 
ed to  us  on  examination  to  contain  e?  rors  in  fact ;  we  memorialized 
Sir  James  Henry  Craig  from  whom  we  received  no  anfwer :  we 
petitioned  Sir  George  Prevoft  and  received  an  anfwer,  which  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  an  anfwer  to  an  application  for  a  Grant  of 
Land  :  we  memorialized  Sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke,  ftating  our 
claims  at  length,  and  pointing  out  the  mifconceptions,  as  we  con- 
ceived, of  our  former  memorial.    That  was  referred  to  N.  F. 
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Uniacke,  A  Caron,  and  George  Pyke,  Efquires,  but  no  anfwert 
have  been  received.  We  afterwards  applied  to  Counfel,  who 
told  us,  that  although  our  claims  appeared  well  founded,  there 
were  no  means  of  enforcing  them  in  a  Court  of  Law  by  an  Action. 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  Indian  Villages  of  Lower-Ca- 
nada ? 

A.  Iroquois,  Sault  St  Louis,  (Great  Fire  or  Council);  Hurons, 
Lorette  ;  Iroquois  and  Algonquins,  Lac  des  deux  Montagnes  ; 
Iroquois,  St.  Regis  ;  Abenakis,  St.  Francois  j  Abenakis,  Becan- 
cour. 

Q.  By  what  Titles  do  you  hold  the  Lots  on  which  your  Houfes 
are  built  in  the  village  of  Lorette,  and  the  land  you  poffefs  ? 

A.  We  have  no  Titles,  but  thofe  given  in  :  Mr.  Berthelot, 
Agent  to  the  Jefuits'  Eftates,  demanded  rents,  but  we  refufed. 
He  threatened  to  profecute :  we  wifhed  him  to  do  fo  :  but  no 
profecutions  have  taken  place. 

Q   What  are  the  extent  of  your  prefent  claims  and  willies  ? 

A.  We  make  no  claims  but  for  our  lands,  and  the  means  of 
educating  our  children. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ant.  Bedard,  Prieft  and  Miffi- 
onary,  be  called  before  the  Committee  on  Friday  next,  at  ten 
o'clock,  bringing  with  him  the  Regifters  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Burials  of  the  Miflion,  from  the  earlieft  period. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ogden,  a  Member  of  the  Houfe,  be  alfo 
called  before  the  Committee. 

Adjourned  'till  Friday  the  5th  inftant,  at  ten  o'clock. 


Friday,  5th  February,  1819. 

Present  : — MeiTieurs  Ncilson,  (Chairman,)  Tasehereau,  Da- 
vidson, Gauvreau,  Vanfdson,  Cuvillier,  Billet,  and  Blanchet. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Antoine  Bedard,  Prieft,  Curate  of  St.  Am- 
broife,  and  Miflionary  of  the  Hurons  of  Jeune  Lorette,  called  in. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  the  Huron  Indians  now  fet- 
tled at  Lorette,  are  the  defendants  of  the  Chriftian  Indians  for- 
merly eftablifhed  at  Sylleri  ? 

A»  I  know  by  the  general  tradition  of  the  Parifh,  that  the 
Indians  now  at  Jeune  Lorette,  are  the  defcendants  of  the  Indians 
formerly  eftablifhed  at  Sylleri. 

Q.  Do  the  Regifters  of  the  Miflion  confirm  that  tradition  ? 

A.  I  have  no  Regifters  earlier  than  1763.  I  think  that  thofe 
of  an  earlier  date  muft  have  been  depoftted  in  the  Prothonotary's 
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Office,  or  other  Office  in  Quebec.  It  is  alfo  poffible  that  during 
the  war  of  1759,  when  the  Indians  and  Miffionary  tied  to  the 
woods,  they  may  have  been  loft. 

Q.  Are  ail  the  Indians  at  Jeune  Lorette  Roman  Catholics  ? 

A.  Yes. 

O.  How  many  families  are  there  now  in  the  Village  ? 
A.  Twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine ;  the  communicants  may  be 
feventy. 

Q.  Are  the  Lorette  Indians  a  quiet,  peaceable,  honeft,  induf- 
trious  people,  and  loyal  lubjects  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  know  that  they  have  always  been  ready  and  difpofed 
for  His  Majesty's  fervice,  when  required  I  know  of  one  inftance 
wherein  their  anfwer  to  the  Governor,  on  fome  occallon  during  the 
late  war,  relating  to  the  public  fervice,  had  been  mifreprefented. 
Their  wifh  w^s  to  be  employed,  but  their  young  men  were  in 
the  woods,  not  to  return  'till  Saturday  night. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Indians  fincerely  believe  that  they  have  a 
well  founded  right  to  the  lands  they  claim  ? 

A.  Yes;  they  fincerely  believe  fo,  and  fay  if  it  could  only  be 
{hewn  that  they  have  no  right  to  them,  they  would  ceafe  all 
complaint. 

O.  Do  you  know  of  any  fteps  taken  by  them  to  obtaint  heir  lands? 
A.  Yes;  I  know  of  one  about  the  year  1808  or  1809.  I 
believe  there  is  mention  of  another  in  this  Note,  figned  J.  B. 
D'Eftimauville,  Ind.  Dept.  [which  he  delivered  in,  marked  5th 
Feby.  18 19. J  I  have  heard  that  a  Petition  was  fent  to  His  Roy- 
al Highness  the  Prince  Regent  by  Col  Bouchette,  and  it  was  re- 
ported the  anfwer  was  favourable. 

Ordered, That  Colonel  Bouchette  be  called  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Thurfday  next,  and  that  Lewis  Foy,  Efquire,  Secretary 
to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Jefuits'  Eftates,  attend  the  Commit- 
tee at  the  fame  time,  and  bring  with  him  the  earlieft  Proces 
Verbal  of  homage  between  the  Fiefs  St.  Gabriel  and  Sylleri. 

Adjourned  'till  Tuefday  at  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  9th  February,  1819. 

Present  : — Meffieurs  Neilson,  (Chairman,)  Davidson,  Tasche- 
reau,  Blarichet,  Gawcreau,  and  Cuvittier. 

Lewis  Fo?/,  Efquire,  Secretary  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Je- 
fuits' Eftates,  called  in, 

Q.  Are  you  in  pofleffion  of  the  earlieft  Proces  Verbal  of  bo/' 
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nage  between  the  Fiefs  of  Sylleri  and  St.  Gabriel,  or  any  other 
Proces  Vrerbal  of  homage  between  the  faid  Fiefs  ? 

A.  J  do  not  think  myfelf  in  poiTeffion  of  any  Papers  belonging 
to  the  Commifli oners  of  the  Jefuits'  Eftates,  that  I  can  take  upon 
myfelf  to  give,  without  an  order  of  the  Commiffioners. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  there  exist  among  the  Papers  of  the  Jesuits'  Es- 
tates, any  Proces-Verbal  of  homage  between  the  Fiefs  Sillery  and  St. 
Gabriel,  or  any  Papers  or  Plan  shewing  their  boundary  or  trait-quarre 
between  the  said  fiefs,  while  the  latter  was  in  the  possession  or  claimed 
by  Mr.  Giffard  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  myself  authorized  to  give  any  information  relating  to 
the  Documents  of  their  Office,  without  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners. 


Joseph  Bouckette,  Esquire,  Surveyor  General,  called  in. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  authorized  by  the  Lorette  Indians  to  make 
any  representations  relating  to  their  claims  to  part  of  the  Jesuits'  Estates  ? 

A  I  was  requested  by  the  Indians,  previous  to  my  departure  for 
England,  in  1814,  to  make  representations  to  the  British  Government  on 
the  subject  of  their  claims  to  part  of  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel.  I 
did  so,  and  I  now  hand  in  a  copy  of  my  Letter  to  Henry  Goulburn, 
Esquire,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  reply,  which  I  communica- 
ted to  Col.  De  Salaberry,  and  the  Chiefs  of  Lorette,  on  my  return. 

Adjourned. 


Friday,  19th  February,  1819. 

Present: — Messieurs  Neilson,  (Chairman,)  Taschereau,  CuviU'ter* 
Gauvreau,  Vanfelson,  and  A.  Stuart, 

The  Hon.  Col.  Louis  De  Salabemj>  Superintendant  of  the  Indian  De- 
partment Lower  Canada,  called  in  and  examined. 

Q  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  claims  made  by  the  Lorette  In- 
dians on  lands  in  the  Fiefs  Sillery  and  St.  Gabriel  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  know  of  several  proceedings  on  their  part  for  these  lands, 
having  taking  place. 

Q.  Of  what  nature  were  those  proceedings,  and  at  what  time  were 
they  made  ? 

A.  At  several  times  during  the  last  twenty  years.  It  was  by  Peti- 
tions or  Memorials,  as  I  have  understood.  I  presented  one  myself  to 
Sir  Robert  Shore  Milnes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  w7ere  the  answers  received  ? 

A.  I  think  that  on  one  occasion  they  were  referred  to  the  Law  Offi- 
cers of  the  Crown  in  this  Province. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  decision  having  been  had  I 

A.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any. 
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Q.  You  have  had  frequent  personal  intercourse  with  these  Indians; 
do  you  think  that  they  sincerely  believe  their  claims  are  well  founded  ? 

A.  Yes — they  have  never  varied  in  their  statements  to  that  effect,  they 
speak  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  in  depth,  which  it  appeared  to  me  they 
were  fully  persuaded  belonged  to  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  Lorette  Indians  and  the  other  Indians  domi- 
ciliated in  this  Province  are  Roman  Catholics  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  are  all  Roman  Catholics. 

Q.  How  many  Indian  Villages  are  there  in  this  Province,  and  what 
are  their  names  and  locations  ? 

A.  Lac  des  deux  Montagnes,  3  Tribes,  Algonquins,  Nipissingues  and 
Iroquois  ;  Sault  St.  Louis,  Iroquois  ;  St.  Regis,  Iroquois  ;  St.  Francois 
Abenakis  ;  Becancour,  Abenakis  ;  from  St.  Francois  River  to  Chaudiere 
River,  Abenakis ;  Hurons,  Lorette  ;  towards  the  Gulph,  Micmaes, 
Malecites  or  Amalecites. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  Indians  now  domiciliated  at  Lorette  are  the 
descendants  of  the  Huron  Indians  formerly  domiciliated  at  Sylleri  ? 

A.  Yes ;  it  has  always  been  a  general  tradition,  that  they  are  the 
descendants  of  the  Hurons  formerly  settled  at  Svlleri. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Lorette  Indians  as  indivi- 
duals ? 

A.  Peaceable  and  industrious — They  are  very  poor  and  subsist  only 
by  their  industry. 

Q.  What  is  their  character  as  subjects  of  the  King  ? 

A.  Very  faithful  and  devoted  to  His  Majesty's  service  ;  during  the 
late  war  these  Indians  not  having  been  called  upon  to  go  to  the  frontiers 
they  complained  to  me  of  the  neglect,  and  I  made  a  representation  to  Sir 
George  Prevost  on  the  subject,  to  which  his  Excellency  answered  in 
substance,  that  it  is  very  far  from  his  intention  to  neglect  them,  but 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  reserve  some  brave  and  faithful  warriors  to  look  to 
the  Quebec  Frontiers,  and  it  was  only  on  that  account  that  he  had  not 
called  on  them  to  go  to  the  Frontiers  in  the  District  of  Montreal — It  is 
within  my  knowledge  that  two  of  the  Lorette  Indians  volunteered  with 
the  Voltigeurs,  one  ot  whom  served  as  a  Serjeant  during  the  war,  and 
both  distinguished  themselves. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  any  allowance  is  now  made  to  the  Lorette  Indians 
out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Jesuits'  Estates  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  allowances  are  made  to  the  Lorette  Indians  by  the  Military 
Government,  and  on  what  account  ? 

A.  Annual  presents  in  Clothes  for  the  Warriors  and  Women  and 
Children,  and  eight  days  Rations  at  the  time  they  receive  their  presents  ; 
they  are  also  allowed  arms  and  ammunition,  as  Warriors  always  ready 
for  Military  Service. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  old  French  Government  made  them  the  same 
or  similar  allowance  ? 

A.  From  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  Country  I  have  always 
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Uuderstood  that  the  same  allowances  were  made  by  the  French  Government 
to  the  Indian  tribes  domiciliated  in  this  Country — they  since  have  always 
been  extremely  useful,  both  in  time  of  Peace  and  War,  being  always 
ready  for  the  Public  Service. 

By  Mr.  Vanfelsok. 

Q.  Were  the  applications  which  you  have  mentioned  as  having  been 
made  to  the  Government  attended  to  and  refeired  to  in  the  ordinary  way 
for  investigation  ? 

A.  Governor  Milnes  told  me  on  the  application  that  I  made,  that  he 
would  bestow  every  attention  thereon,  and  would  refer  it  to  the  Law  Of- 
ficerSj  and  I  believe  he  did  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  representations  having  been  frequently  made  to 
Government  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  Tribes  domiciliated  in  this  Pro- 
vince, and  whether  they  were  attended  to  r* 

A.  I  have  sometimes  made  applications  on  the  part  of  different  Tribes, 
and  they  were  always  readily  attended  to. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  Indians  of  the  Sault  St.  Louis  applied  far 
their  Seigniorial  Property,  and  if  it  was  restored  ? 

A.  As  far  as  my  recollection  goes  there  was  such  an  application,  and 
1  have  heard  that  they  were  partly  successful. 

By  the  Chairman. 

Q.  t)o  you  know  in  what  state  the  Church  and  Parsonage  House 
at  Lorette  is  ? 

A.  Much  in  want  of  repair,  but  since  the  extinction  of  the  Order  of 
Jesuits  the  Indians  are  no  longer  able  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  on 
accounts  of  their  poverty. 

Q.  Have  the  Indians  ever  complained  to  you  of  want  of  means  to  sup- 
press the  disorders  frequently  occasioned  by  white  people  resorting  to 
their  Village  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  say  that  they  can  easily  keep  their  own  people  in  order, 
but  that  they  have  no  authority  over  the  Whites  j  I  told  them  I  knew 
of  no  remedy  but  in  the  Law. 

By  Mr.  Taschereau. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  establish  Schools  in 
the  Indian  Villages  ? 

A.  Yes ;  I  think  it  would  be  very  useful  ;  at  Lorette  they  have  a 
Huron  School-master  whom  they  have  supported  in  part  at  their  own 
expense — He  also  receives  something  from  Government. 
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Thursday,  22d  April,  1819. 

Present  : — Messieurs  Neilson>  (Chairman),  Taschereau,  Brflet,  A* 
Stuart,  and  Blanche t. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  a  Resolve  of  the  House,  of  the  26th 
January  last,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Nicolas  Vincent  and 
other  Indians  settled  at  the  Village  of  Lorette,  with  an  instruction  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  legislative  provision  for  more  ef- 
fectually ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  this  Pro- 
vince ;  Report  in  part  : — 

That  they  have  been  prevented,  by  their  attention  to  the  other  busi- 
ness of  the  Session,  from  prosecuting  the  enquiries  referred  to  them,  to 
the  necessary  extent. 

They  have,  however,  proceeded  to  examine  several  persons  on  the 
claims  and  grievances  set  forth  in  the  Petition  of  the  Lorette  Indians, 
which  examinations  they  now  respectfully  submit  to  the  House. 

J.  NEILSON, 

Chairman. 


APPENDIX  (  A.  ) 

HOUSE  of  ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday,  29th  January  1824. 

Mr.  Stuart  in  the  Chair. 

Nicolas  Vincent,  ( Tsawanhonhi )  first  Chief  and  Chriftian 
Captain  of  the  Huron  Nation  fettled  in  the  Village  of  Lorette 
near  Quebec,  One  of  the  Petitioners,  accompanied  by  the  whole 
Council  of  the  faid  Nation,  appeared  before  your  Committee  ; 
and  his  Answers  to  the  queftions  put  to  him  being  interpreted  by 
Michel  (Tsioui  Teacheandahe )  Chief  of  the  Warriors  of  the 
fame  Nation  in  the  faid  Village  : — He  made  Answer  to  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him,  as  follows. 

Q.  Do  the  Indians  of  Lorette  apply  themfelves  to  Agriculture, 
and  the  other  modes  of  earning  a  livelihood  which  the  furrounding 
Inhabitants  ufe  ? 

A.  Such  of  the  Indians  as  have  Lands,  plant  Indian  Corn,  Sow 
Potatoes,  and  a  little  Corn,  but  the  number  is  very  fmall.  The 
others  live  on  the  produce  of  Hunting  and  Fifhing,  because  they 
have  no  Lands.  C 
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Q.  Are  Hunting  and  Fifhing  fufficient  for  the  fupportof  thofe 
whofe  purfuit  they  are  ? 

A.  They  are  both  very  precarious  modes  of  living  ;  they  must 
nevertheless  be  content  with  them.  The  Huron  Nation  had  for- 
merly for  their  Hunting  and  Fifhing  Limits,  from  the  Arm  of 
the  River  Chicoutimy,  as  far  as  the  Mouth  of  the  River  St. 
Maurice.  That  Nation  ufed  also  to  Hunt  and  Fish  on  the  South 
Shore  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  as  far  as  the  River  St.  John. 
Before  that  time  the  Hurons  had  no  limits  for  Hunting  and  Fifh- 
ing :  they  were  Mafters  of  the  Country  as  far  as  the  Great  Lakes  : 
Our  Anceftors  permitted  no  one  to  Hunt  and  Fifh  on  their  Lands, 
and  in  former  times  if  a  Nation  came  to  Hunt  upon  the  Lands  of 
another  Nation,  their  fo  doing  became  a  caufe  of  War. 

I  cannot  either  read  or  write,  but  from  Tradition  from  our 
Anceftors,  nearlyTwo  Hundred  years  ago  the  Seven  Nations  made 
an  x\lliance  with  each  other,  to  live  in  peace,  and  in  common, 
that  is  to  fay,  that  they  were  to  eat  with  the  fame  Spoon,  ( Micaine ) 
out  of  the  fame  Porringer  ;  that  fignified  that  they  were  all  to 
Hunt  together  on  the  fame  Lands  to  avoid  all  difputes  with  each 
other. 

For  the  laft  fifty  years  the  Abenaquis~  of  the  River  St.  John, 
the  Micmacs,  &  the  Malecites  have  come  to  hunt  upon  our  Lands 
and  deftroy  all  our  Chace.  When  we  had  the  Chace  to  our- 
felves,  it  was  a  Law  among  us  only  to  kill  full  grown  Animals ; 
and  to  fpare  the  young  ones.  With  refpect  to  Beaver,  it  was  a 
Law  to  kill  none  from  June  to  Auguft,  becaufe  neither  the  Fur 
nor  the  Flefh  was  fit  for  any  thing,  and  to  do  fo  was  Murder. 
It  was  alfo  the  Law  among  us  not  to  kill  Partridges,  becaufe  they 
are  fitting.  The  other  nations  who  come  to  hunt  ,on  our  Lands, 
are  not  fo  confiderate.  When  ftealing,  one  intends  to  fteal  ef- 
fectually, if  there  be  ten  dollars  in  a  Bag,  one  does  not  leave 
two  of  them.  Thefe  foreign  Indians  kill  both  the  full  grown 
Animals  and  the  young,  and  efpecially  Beaver  which  always  re- 
fides  in  the  same  place.  The  consequence  of  that  has  been,  that 
the  Chace  has  been  destroyed  and  we  are  reduced  to  Want.  We 
cannot,  as  our  ancestors  did,  kill  the  ftrangers  who  went  to  hunt 
upon  their  Lands.  Even  the  Canadian  Peasantry  take  upon  therri- 
felves  to  hunt  and  fifh,  and  they  deftroy  every  thing ;  they 
fpread  Snares  for  wild  Pigeons,  and  are  ready  to  kill  us  when  we 
pass  over  the  end  of  their  Lands  in  the  Foreft.  They  juftify  them- 
felves  by  faying,  they  have  Grants  of  thofe  Lands,  and  that  on 
their  own  Grounds  they  are  Mafters.    Since  thefe  Canadians 
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have  Lands  to  cultivate,  let  them  cultivate  them,  and  leave  to  us 
our  rights  of  hunting  and  fifhing. 

O.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  Indians  of  Lorette  had  Lands  in 
their  neighbourhood,  they  would  try  to  cultivate  them,  and  to 
earn  their  livelihood  in  that  manner  ? 

A.  I  do  not  ask  for  Lands ;  I  am  too  old  to  take  an  Axe  on 
my  back,  and  go  and  clear  new  Lands.  We  demand  our  own 
rights  ;  it  is  the  Seigniory  which  belongs  to  us. 

Q.  What  prevents  the  Indians  of  Lorette  and  efpecially  the 
young  people  from  applying  themfelves  to  Agriculture,  iince 
fifhing  and  hunting  are  not  productive  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  have  no  Lands,  and  are  too  poor  to  fettle 
them  if  they  had  any. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  if  they  had  Lands  of  a  good  quality, 
and  were  fupplied  with  Provifions  for  from  one  to  three  years, 
they  would  make  fettlement  ? 

A.  It  is  not  that ;  it  is  my  Seigniory  which  I  claim.  With 
the  income  of  my  Seigniory,  I  {hall  confult  my  Council  how  I 
fhali  do  hereafter.  The  income  will  affift  me  to  live  upon  my 
hunting  and  fifhing. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  any  fteps  to  claim  your  Seigniory  fince 
you  were  lately  here  in  1819,  and  what  were  thofe  fteps  ? 

A.  About  two  years  fince  or  thereabouts  we  prefented  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  present  Governor  to  recover  our  Seigniory.  The  Se- 
cond Chief,  Andre  Romain,  transmitted  it  to  Colonel  Ready, 
Secretary  of  the  Governor  in  Chief.  The  Chief  went  twice  for 
an  anfwer  ;  we  have  never  had  an  anfwer. 

Q.  Have  any  additional  allowances  been  made  to  you  for  the 
Education  of  your  Children,  or  to  aid  you  in  any  way  fince  that 
time  or  to  make  Repairs  to  your  Church,  or  the  other  Buildings 
thereon  depending  ? 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Have  you  really  need  of  any,  and  have  you  applied  for  any  ? 
A.  We  have  had  great  need  of  fome,  but  have  not  applied  for 
any. 

Q.  Why  have  you  not  applied  ? 

A.  Becaufe  we  are  tired  of  being  refufed. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  apply  when  you  were  refufed  ? 

A.  We  have  always  applied  for  the  repairs  of  our  Church, 
and  fome  other  Applications  of  that  kind  to  Colonel  De  Salaber- 
ry  the  Superintendant ;  he  in  fact  made  application  for  us,  but 
we  obtained  nothing.  I  do  not  fpeak  of  the  prefents  granted  to 
us  by  the  Military  Government. 
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Q.  What  are  the  Articles  manufactured  in  your  Village  and 
brought  to  market,  or  out  of  the  Village  for  fale  ? 

A.  Mocaflins,  Snow  Shoes,  Sadies,  Baskets,  Indian  Sleighs, 
Fur  Caps,  and  Mittens,  Collars  of  Porcupine  Quills,  Purfes,  Re- 
ticules, Bows,  Arrows,  Paddles,  fmail  Canoes  and  little  Figures 
of  Indians. 

O.  Do  they  find  a  ready  fale  for  the  Articles  they  manufacture  ? 

A.  There  is  occafionally  a  fale,  but  at  half  the  price  for  which 
they  were  formerly  fold  j  we  are  often  obliged  to  barter  them  for 
Marchandize. 

Q.  Do  you  think  any  other  branches  of  Manufacture  might  be 
introduced  into  the  Village  ? 

A.  Some  perfons  among  us  are  Joiners,  others  House  Char- 
penters,  others  are  obliged  to  work  as  day  Labourers,  there  being 
much  Poverty. 

Q.  Do  they  receive  any  other  aid  than  that  granted  by  the 
Military  Government  for  their  fupport,  independently  of  what 
they  procure  by  their  labour  and  induftry  ? 

A.  No  aid  whatever. 

Q.  Are  there  many  perfons  in  the  Village  who  are  reduced  to 
ask  Alms,  and  how  many. 

A.  Four  Families  are  reduced  to  want,  their  number  is  about 
twenty  Perfons. 

Q.  Are  all  the  Chiefs  of  the  Council  here  prefent  in  the  Com- 
mittee Room  ? 

A.  All  except  Louis  Vincent  (Sazvantanan)  who  is  sick. 
Q.  What  are  their  names  ? 

A.  Nicolas  Vincent  (Tsazcanhonhi),  Gabriel  Vincent,  (Owa- 
wandaronhe),  Andre  Romain  (Tsauhahissen),  Petit  Etienne 
(Odiaradheite),  Staniflas  Coska  (A/iaraihaha),  Michel  (Tsioui, 
Teacheandahe),  Jean  Baptifte  (Atsitares),  Damas  (Thononsotiri), 
Joftph  {(Jrontatekha),  Pierre  (Ayenoto?i)y  Martin  (Aronde  shon- 
ti)9  Isaac  (Sharer/kese),  Auguftin  (Teomyot?de),  Auguftin  (Ho- 
deadete),  Koskta  Baftien  Barthelemy  (Kouket),  Paul  (Hodouan- 
^hont)y  Noel  (Akari),  Moise  (Ilaonona),  Paul  (Aherenoncshiaon- 
enrat),  Joseph  (Aouendothie),  Fevrier  Vincent  (Shashindiija), 
Ignace  (H  aouendadeyont)*  Ignace  (Kouikar)>  George  (Ethodi), 
Francois  (Tekhiondi),  Louis  (Harango),  I^ouis  (Thoratati),  E- 
tienne  Pierre  (Tahertade))  Pierre  (Ithodi),  Johny  Andre  (Atho- 
hennete  J,  Baptifte  Pierre  Joachim  Jofeph  (  J  J  adatahayes  )>  Lau- 
rent (  Hateryata)*  Laurent  ( '  Tekakhluturonk),  Basil  ( Homoas- 
kathajf  Fabien  Andre  Clement  Aoucnkoenjy  et  Charles  (Sho- 
rontohian  > 
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Q.  Is  what  you  have  juft  stated,  the  fentiment  of  all  the  Chiefs 
forming  the  Council,  who  are  here  prefent  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  unanimously. 

Q.  Is  it  the  fentiment  of  the  Warriors  who  are  alfo  here  pre- 
fent ? 

A.  Yes  ;  it  is  the  fentiment  of  the  whole  Nation. 

The  Committee  having  informed  the  principal  Chief,  and  the 
other  Chiefs  that  they  had  no  other  Queftions  to  put  to  them, 
the  faid  Chiefs  on  returning  laid  they  wilhed  to  add  «  that  they 
"  were  perfuaded,  and  had  no  doubt  that  the  Seigniory 
«  which  they  claimed,  belongs  to  them  : — that  they  placed  all 
M  their  Confidence  in  the  Juftice  of  their  good  King,  for  obtain- 
"  ing  what  they  claimed  by  their  faid  Petition. 

Adjourned. 


Monday  16th  February  1824-. 
Present, — Messrs.  Stuart,  Bourdages  and  Viger. 
Mr.  Stuart  in  the  Chair, 

Ordered,  That  the  principal  Chief  and  Council  of  the  Huron 
Indians  refiding  at  Lorette,  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee fuch  other  and  further  Documents  and  Papers,  as  they  may 
have  in  their  poffeflion  and  deem  material  in  fupport  of  their 
Petition. 


Wednesday,  18th  February  I824-. 

Present  : — Messieurs  Stuart,  Bourdages  and  Viger* 

Mr  Stuart,  in  the  Chair. 

Stanislas  Coska  ( Aharathaha)  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Huron  Na- 
tion of  Indians  appeared  and  made  answer  as  follows:  — 

Q.  Who  is  the  Guardian  of  the  Papers,  Titles,  and  Records  which 
concern  the  Indians  of  the  Huron  Nation  at  Lorette,  and  where  are  the 
said  Papers,  Titles,  and  Records  deposited  ? 

A.  They  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Council  of  the  said  Nation  at 
Lorette. 

He  then  stated  that  he  had  been  directed  by  the  principal  Chief,  to 
produce  and  lay  before  the  Committee  divers  documents,  which  the 


Council  deem  material  in  support  of  their  Petition  ;  which  said  Docu- 
ments are  authenticated  by  Initials,  A.  S.  and  are  as  follows  : 

A.  S.  No.  1  A  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Robert  Prescott, 

Esqr.  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Huron  Nation  of  31st.  March  1798. 

A.  S.  No.  2.— General  Murray's  Certificate  of  Protection  to  said 
Nation  dated  5th  September  1760. 

A.  S.  No.  3.— Letter  from  Jon.  Sewell,  Esq  to  Chiefs  of  said  Na. 
tion  dated  15th  October  1795. 

A.  S.  No.  4, — Notarial  Acte  of  the  deposit  by  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Huron  Nation  of  General  Murray's  Certificate  of  Protection. 

A.  S.  No.  5.-— Letter  from  Mr.  Berthelot,  Agent  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Estates  of  the  Jesuits  to  the  principal  Chief  of  the  Huron 
Indians,  dated  3d.  December  1810. 

A.  S.  No.  6. — Order  from  John  Renaud,  Grand  Voyer,  to  Captain 
L'Hero  of  Indian  Lorette,  dated  Lorette  18th  February  1792 

A.  S.  No.  7. — Deed  of  Concession  by  the  Pere  Girault  to  the 
Huron  Indians,  dated  Quebec  11th  September  1792. 

A.  S.  No.  8. — Extract  of  Judgement  of  the  Court  of  Special  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace,  dated  28th  January  1804. 

A.  S.  No.  9. — Report  by  Plamondon,  Surveyor,  of  the  Lands  con- 
ceded at  Sylleri  (without  date.) 

A.  S.  No.  10. — Measurement  of  the  Lands  of  Mr.  Jno.  Frank, 
and  those  of  the  Routiers  at  Sylleri  in  September  and  October  1769. 

A.  S.  No.  11. — Proces  Verbal,  by  Plamondon,  Surveyor,  of  22d. 
July  1769. 

A.  S.  No.  12. — Copy  of  a  Petition  by  the  Huron  and  Iroquois  In- 
dians to  Lord  Castlereagh,  dated  London  18th  July  1807. 

A.  S.  No.  13. — Copy  of  Proces  Verbal,  signed,  Plamondon. 

A.  S.  No.  14. — Ordinance  of  the  Lieut.  Governor  in  Council  on  the 
subject  of  the  Hunting  of  the  Indians,  dated  1st.  July  1785* 


APPENDIX  (B). 

Iam,  qvod  inde  vsqne  ab  initio  tantopere  referre  ad  Dei  gloriam 
putatum  erat,  vt  certas  in  sedes  vagi  cogerentur,  procedere  hoc  eodem 
tempore  cepit.  Sillerius,  inter  Melitenses  Equites  Commendator,  vt 
vocant,  vir  egregie  pius,  ac  diuinas  promouendae  glorias  perstudiosus  (quo 
demttm  consilio,  ne  ipse  quidem  fortasse  satis  initio  norat)  caelesti  tamen 
aliquo  mentis  instinctu,  egerat  iam  per  literas  e  Gallia  cum  Gandaeo,  vt 
quern  locum  adamauerat  in  vacuis  illis  possessionibus,  eo  sibi  cedere  ne 
grauaretur  :  in  animo  sibi  esse  ibidem  excitare  domicilium  :  cetera,  si 
quae  iam  turn  mente  concepta  habebat,  presserat  silentio.  Et  Gandasus, 
tametsi  iam  in  possessionem  venerat,  peramcenam  opportunitatem  secu- 
tus  :  tamen  pro  suo  proseminandae  fidei  studio,  cessit  lubens.  Silerius 
autem  Iuuenaei  literis  interpellatus,  monitusque  nihil  turn  quidem  fieri 
posse  ad  rem  Christianam  ijs  in  tractibus  stabiliendam  conducibilws., 
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quam  si  indigenis  ea  sedes  attribueretur,  vbi  vagam  illam  vitam  fixa, 
quietaque  mutarent  ;  haud  aegre  .&  ipse  manus  dedit,  id  demum  optimum 
fore  ratus,  quod  Juuenasus,  locorum,  rerumque  apprime  peritus, 
expedire  censeret.  Scribendi  porro  causam  luuenaeo  praebuit, 
consilium  illud  Silleiij,  prius  suspensum,  &  incertum  :  cum  enim  is  ea 
re  vnam  se  diuinam  gloriam  spectare  profiteretur,  opificesque  interim  misis- 
set  ad  sedificandum,  quasi  ex  composito  res  ageretur,  Domino  Deo 
vtrobique  corda  permouente,  sub  illud  ipsum  tempus  rogatus  vagus  qui- 
dam  a  luuenaeo,  liberos  sibi  in  disciplinam  vt  traderet  ;  Quin  parents 
quoque  excipis  ?  snbiecit,  locum  assigna  proxime  domicihum  vestrum, 
vbi  cum  tota  familia  operam  vobis  dare  possim,  &  quas  de  eo  a  quo  cuncta 
condita,  traditis,  excipere,  audiendo  assidue.  PercuL't  hasc  oratio  lu- 
uenaeum  :  neque  enim  adhuc  quisquam  ea  ex  gente  fuerat  non  modo  qui 
vitro  consistere  se  velle  sponderet,  sed  nequi  acquiesceret  quidern 
opportunis,  quae  ferebantur,  conditionibus  :  quoniam  tamen  sus- 
pectamerito  erat  innata  vafrities,  vrget,  instatque  luuenasus,  &,  nurn  ex 
animo  loqueretur,  perquirit.  Enimuero,  inquit  Negabamat  (id  enim  viro 
nomen)  vt  intus  in  animo  constitui,  ita  loquor.  Nec  cunctandum  in  tarn 
pracclata  occcasione  ratus  Iuuenaeus,  offert  illico  aedificium  illud  quod 
assurgebat  :  ea  tamen  conditione,  vt  si  res  minus  probaretur,  magno 
illi  Duci,  cuius  sumptibus  acdificatio  peragebatur,  excederet  Negabamat 
concessa  domo-  Cum  deliberaturum  se  spopondisset,  remque  totam  cum 
amico  suo  quodam,  &  familiari  communicaturum  ;  aliquot  ante  interiec- 
tis  diebus  cum  Francisco  Xauerio,  de  quo  supra  (Nenaskoumat,  ante  no- 
men  fuerat)  adfuit  sub  noctem  :  praefatusque  negotia  magni  momenti  me- 
lius nocte  geri,  quod  absunt  molest!  saepe  interpellatores  ;  proinde  ne 
grauarcntur  Pat  res  in  earn  noctem  hospitium  praebere  ;  secundum  coenam, 
singulari  comitatis  significatione  appositam,  hunc  prorsus  in  modum 
exorsus  Negabamat.  Agesis,  Iuuenae  :  iam prouectioris  <ztatis  es  :  atqite 
adeo  indecorum  tibi  sit  mentiri  :  verum  eloquerc  :  an  non pollicitus  es,  te  ad 
habitandum  daturum  domum,  earn  qua  extruitur,  mihi  alter  tque  cuipiam, 
iff  vtriusque  scilicet  familia:  ?  En,  Nenashoumat,  cum  quo  conueni  .*  vir 
mitis  iff  placidi  ingenii  est,  vt  nosti.  V enimut  ad  te  ed  gratia,  vt  resciamus 
num.  in  proposito  persies.  Ac  populares  quidern  omnes  quibus  est  id  a  ms 
sign'ifcatum,  concilium  illud  vestrum  su*picinnt,  iff  mirantur  :  verum,  vix 
ac  ne  vix  quidern  persuadere  sibi  pos sunt  tantam  vobis  Uberalitatem  inesse,  vt 
cum  vestrd  tarn  magnified  oratione  res  ipsa  vnquam  consensura  sit,  Proinde, 
si  propositum  tibi  est  mentiri,  mentire  sane  dum  integrum  est,  hoc  est,  ante* 
quam  tuis  promissis  irretiti,  iactemus  apud  populares,  domum  nobis  con- 
■  cessam,  quam  deinde  tradas  nunquam.  Apud  eos  aliquo  loco  sumus  ;  si 
postquam  pradicauerimus  domum  nobis  attributum  iri,  fidem  deinde fefelleris, 
tie,  eorum  sannis  iff  ludibrio  objiciemur  :  id  vero  viris  quam  graue  sit,  tute 
nosti.  Itaqut  illud  iterum  tibi  denuncio  ;  re  integra  mentiri  si  placet,  men- 
tire  sane  :  neque  enim  quisquam-dum  nos  rideat.  Arn'sit  hie  Iuuenasus, 
serioque  contestatus  se  neutiquam  esse  mentitnm,  quae  promississet  ex 
animi  sui  sententia  promijisse  asseuerauit  :  ceterum,  quid  futurum  esset, 
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statuere  turn  se  quidem  nequne,  quando  res  ab  alio  penderet  :  dedisse  se 
literas  ad  ilium  Ducem,  cuncta  secunda  sperare,  &  qualia  ipsi  maxime 
concupiscerent  :  cum  omnium  primi,  ipsi  id  expetijssent,  aequum  quoque 
esse  eorum  potissime  rationem  haberi  :  &  vero  se  eo  vsque  de  illius  bene- 
fica  natura  confidere,  cuius  opibus  domus  extruebatur,  vt  concessurus 
plane  esset  quod  tarn  enixe  per  literas  ab  ea  flagitaretur.  Mirum  in  mo- 
dum  vtrumque  hxc  exhilarauit  oratio  :  suspensi  tamen,  atque  soliciti  ; 
lllius-ne  bonitas,  institemnt,  vestram  bonitatem  exaequat  ?  Cum  non 
modo  exaequare,  sed  etiam  superare  Patres  affirmarent  ;  Bene  habet,  in- 
quiunt :  nam  quando  ipsi  nobis  studetis,  ac  studium  illud  vestrum  rebus 
comprobatis,  vtique  Dux  ille  melior  maiora  in  nos  beneficia  conferee 
Idem,  addunt,  num  prouectae  aetatis  est  ?  Est  sane,  inquit  Iuuenaeus  ; 
Num  breui  morte  defungetur  ?  Id  vero  clam  nobis  est.  Egregie-ne  dat 
operam  precationi  ?  Plane  egregie.  Atque  hie  exultantes  animis  ; 
Certa  res  est,  aiunt,  etenim  si  is  impigre  precatur,  diligetur  a  Deo  :  si  dili- 
getur,  superstes  perdiu  erit  :  si  erit  superstes,  nobis  haud  dubitanter  opem 
feret,  quando-quidem  bonus  est.  Eant  nunc  praeposteri  illi  veteris  Gallise, 
sui,  rerumque  suarum  vel  amatores,  vel  aestimatores  :  ac  si  nullum  hie 
socordias  vestigium  agnoscunt,  desir.ant  insultare  infelicibus,  quibus  si 
diuina  lux  tot  ante  sseculis  affulsisset,  quot  veteris  Galliae  incolas  collus- 
trauit  ;  nae  naui  agricolae  vberiorem  forte  messem  in  supremi  patrisfamilias 
horrea  intulissent,  quam  ij  quorum  nonnunquam,  praeclara  scilicet  indu- 
stria  tota  in  herbam  luxuriat,  quandoque  in  vepres,  paliurosque  degene- 
rat#  Vt  autem  ad  Canadenses  reuertamur  ;  En,  addidere,  sumus  iam 
ambo  deuexiori  aetate  :  itaque  illud  nos  anxios  habet,  num  postquam 
e  viuis  excesserimus,  penes  posteros  nostros  mansura  sit  domus  attributas 
possessio,  an  futurum  sit  vt  abigantur.  Cum  earn  solicitudinem 
Iuuenseus  abstersisset,  confirmans  id  apud  Gallos  rat  urn,  &  fixum  esse, 
vt  quae  parentum  fuissent,  ea  quam-optimo  iure  transferrentur  ad  liberos  ; 
in  solenne  suum  Ho,  ho  erupere,  &,  Quam  bona,  aiunt,  nuncias,  dum 
ne  mentiare  ;  Mentiri  autem  te  quid  attinet,  quando  jamdiu  puer  esse  de- 
sisti.  Secundum  hasc,  adeunt  postridie  ad  asdificium,  lustrant,  contem* 
planturque  singula  curiosius  :  vix  eo  aspectu  exsatiati  contestantur,  se, 
vbi  primum  extrema  imposita  manus  aedificio  esset,  adfuturos  ad  habitan- 
dum  :  interea,  quoniam  hyems  imminebat,  Nagabamat  quidem  se  ad  ve- 
nationem  profecturum  ;  Nenaskoumat,  cui  casli,  quam  terrae  potiores 
rationes  erant,  ne  hyeme  quidem  abfuturum  se  Iuuenaeo  in  aurem  insusur- 
rauit,  qu6  Christiana*  doctrinje  audieudis  Catechesibus  operam  dare  lice- 
ret.  Ergo  ille  siluas  de  more  petijt,  hie  cum  substitisset,  in  eum  quern 
diximus  morbum  incidit,  quo  tanquam  aurum  in  fornace  probatus,  qualis 
quantusque  eua3erit  quae  supra  exposuimus  demonstrant. 
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APPENDIX  (C.) 


No.  U 

Titles  of  the  Seigniory  of  Sylleri,   The  Reverend  Father  Jesuits. 

The  Company  of  New  France. 

To  all  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting  : 

Know  ye  that  it  being  our  desire  to  collect  the  wandering  nations  of 
New  France  into  certain  places,  to  the  end  thai  they  may  be  instruct- 
ed in  the  faith  and  in  the  Christian  Religion  :  and  having  known,  that 
some  from  amongst  them  had  chosen  since  some  years  a  place  called  in 
their  Language  Kamaskda  d'Angachit,  commonly  called  by  the  French 
Inhabitants  Sylleri,  or  the  Bay  of  Saint  Joseph  :  Considering  also  that 
the  Fathers  Jesuits  perceiving  that  the  said  place  was  agreeable  to  the 
Savages  had  caused  to  be  there  built  a  Church,  wherein  they  administer 
the  Sacrament  to  those  whom  they  have  baptized  in  that  neighbour- 
hood :  Desirous  to  favor  so  great  a  work  and  retain  these  good  neophytes 
near  to  their  Church  : — WE  have  given  and  by  these  Presents  do  give 
fully  and  freely  the  extent  of  one  league  of  Land  from  the  Cape  which 
terminates  the  Bay  of  Saint  Joseph,  ascending  the  great  River  Saint 
Lawrence,  by  four  leagues  in  depth,  the  whole  under  the  conduct  and 
direction  of  the  Fathers'  Jesuits  who  have  converted  them  to  the  Chris- 
tian Faith  and  their  Successors,  without  however  derogating  from  the 
concessions  of  certain  pieces  of  Land  which  we  have  heretofore  made  to 
certain  individual  Frenchmen  within  this  extent,  which  said  pieces  of 
Land  shall  be  holden  of  the  Christian  Captain  of  the  Savages  as  they 
were  held  of  us  before  the  present  donation,  which  we  make  full  and  en- 
tire with  all  the  Seigniorial  Rights  which  we  have  or  could  claim,  save 
and  except  the  right  of  holding  Courts  which  we  reserve  to  ourselves  to 
be  exercised  by  our  officers  at  Quebec  :  Ceding  unto  the  said  Grantees 
all  the  other  rights  which  a  Seignior  can  have  or  enjoy  thereon,  we  give 
to  these  new  Christians  who  live  in  those  Countries  full  power  to  fish 
and  every  right  of  Fishery  in  the  Great  River  Saint  Lawrence,  along 
the  Lands  contained  in  the  present  Grant  and  bounded  as  aforesaid  by 
the  said  great  River  Saint  Lawrence,  without  that  any  other  person  can 
or  may  there  Fish  but  with  their  leave  and  permission— Revoking  the 
Grant  by  Us  heretofore  given  to  the  Governor  of  New  France,  which 
said  revocation  is  so  made  by  reason  and  in  consideration  of  the  opposi- 
tion made  at  the  place  to  the  taking  of  possession  in  virtue  of  the  said 
Grant.    We  give  them  moreover  all  the  Meadows  and  Grass  and  all 
other  things  which  shall  be  found  on  the  banks  of  the  said  River,  and  in 
the  interval  between  high  and  low  water  mark  opposite  to  their  said 
Lands,  without  that  any  other  person  not  having  their  permission  can 
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claim  to  take  or  carry  away  any  thing  from  trie  said  Banks  or  interval- 
leaving  however  the  Road  free  to  the  Public  along  the  River  and  other  ne- 
cessary places  to  be  regulated  by  our  officers  upon  the  spot.  To  have  and 
to  hold  the  abovementioned  things  unto  them  the  said  Indians  in  franc  aleu, 
without  any  rent  or  service  to  the  Company  of  New  France  :  We  accord- 
ingly enjoin  the  High  Steward  of  New  France  or  his  Deputies  to  put 
the  said  Indians  into  possession  of  this  present  Grant,  without  allowing 
them  to  be  disturbed  in  the  said  possession,  in  any  manner  or  way  what- 
soever. 

Done  and  Decreed  in  our  office  at  Paris  this  thirteenth  day  of  March 
1651. 

And  lower  down  is  written, 

A.  CHIFFAULT, 

Secretary  of  the  Company. 

Collated  with  the  original  by  me,  Councillor  and  Secretary  of  the 
King  and  of  the  Finances. 

(Signed)  DUMOLEY. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the  Entry, 
as  on  Record  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Quebec  in  a  French  Register, 
intituled,  "  Cahlers  d'Intendant,  Concessions  en  fef  Sec.  No.  10  a.  17, 
folio  79  recto?? 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office*  Quebec,  28th  Feby.  1824r, 

(Signed)       Ls.  MONTIZAMBERT, 

Actg.  Prov.  Secy.  &  Regr. 


No.  2. 


In  the  year  1652  and  the  6th  day  of  February,  appeared  before  us 
Nicholas  I.evieux,  Esquire,  Lord  of  Audeville,  Civil  and  Criminal  De. 
puty  in  the  Royal  Jurisdiction  of  Quebec  ;  the  Revd.  Father  Jean  De- 
quen,  Superior  of  the  Establishment  of  St.  Joseph  in  the  Bay  of  Sylleri 
and  Tutor  of  the  Indians,  having  had  to  that  effect  the  authority  of  the 
Revd.  Father  Paul  Ragneau,  Superior  of  the  Company  of  Jesus  in  New- 
France  ;  who  exhibited  unto  us  a  certain  Grant  made  to  the  Indians  by 
the  Gentlemen  composing  the  Company  of  New  France,  bearing  date 
1 8th  day  of  March  1 651,  Signed  by  the  Company  of  New  France,  "  A. 
Chiffault"  requiring  us  to  put  him  into  possession  of  the  said  Grant  on 
the  said  behalf,  and  as  tutor  of  the  Indians;  accordingly  as  it  is  unto  us 
in  and  by  the  said  Grant  commanded. 
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And  having  seen  the  said  Grant  giving  unto  the  Indians  one  league  in 
front  from  the  Cape  which  terminates  the  Bay  St.  Joseph,  ascending  the 
Great  River  St.  Lawrence,  by  four  leagues  in  depth,  we  departed  from 
Quebec  on  the  Seventh  of  the  same  month  about  Seven  in  the  morning, 
accompanied  by  Louis  Theandre  Chartier,  Fiscal  Procurator  in  the 
Royal  Jurisdiction  of  Quebec,  with  Rolland  Godet  our  Clerk,  Jean  Bour- 
don Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  New  France,  Pierre  Galerneau  and  Gilles 
Enard,  and  proceeded  together  to  the  Caps  which  terminates  the  Bay 
St.  Joseph,  where  being  the  said  Revd.  Father  Jean  Dequen,  on  the 
behalf  aforesaid,  and  as  Tutor  of  the  Indians,  pulled  off  branches  of 
trees,  threw  a  Stone,  and  did  other  Acts  of  taking  of  Possession,  and 
in  the  presence  of  Jean  Juchereau  de  More,  for  and  in  the  name  of 
Charles  Le  Gardeur,  Esquire,  Sieur  de  Tilly,  we  have  ascertained  the 
line  making  the  separation  between  the  Lands  of  the  Indians  and  the 
lands  belonging  in  part  to  the  Sieur  de  Tilly,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
Revd.  Father  Jean  Dequen,  for  and  on  the  behalf  and  as  Tutor  of  the 
Indians,  and  of  the  Sieur  Demore  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Bourdon,  Engi- 
neer and  Surveyor  of  New  France,  renewed,  (marked  afresh)  the  line  of 
separation  between  the  lands  of  the  Indians  and  the  lands  belonging  in 
part  to  the  Sieur  de  Tilly,  and  planted  six  cedar  Posts,  in  the  mean  time, 
and  until  Boundaries  can  be  in  a  more  convenient  season  planted — of 
which  said  taking  of  possession  we  have  granted  Acte  to  the  said  Revd. 
Father  Jean  Dequen,  on  the  behalf  aforesaid  and  as  Tutor  of  the  Indians, 
to  serve  and  avail  as  to  law  and  justice  shall  appertain,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Pierre  Galarneau  and  Gilles  Enard,  who  declared  they  could 

riot  write  nor  sign  their  names,  the  others  have  signed  "  Dequen, 

Juchereau  Bourdon,  Louis  Chartier,  Rolland  Godet.'' 

I  DO  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the  Entry  as 
on  Record  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Quebec  in  a  French  Register  en- 
titled "  Cahier,  d'Intendant  Concessions  en  fefs  &c.  No.  10  a.  17, 
folio  83  recto.'* 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office, 

Quebec,  28th  Feby.  1824. 

(Signed)  Ls.  MONTIZ  AMBERT. 

Actg.  Pro.  Secy.  &  Regr. 


No.  3. 

LOUIS,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  to  all  per- 
sons present  and  to  come,  Greeting  : 

The  Company  of  New  France  having  by  an  instrument  of  the  13th 
March  last,  given  unto  the  Indians  who  usually  reside  near  Quebec  in 
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the  said  Country,  one  league  of  Land  upon  the  Great  River  St.  Law- 
rence, bounded  by  the  Cape  which  terminates  the  Bay  St.  Joseph  or 
Sylleri,  towards  Quebec,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  place  or  limit  where 
the  said  league  ends  in  ascending  the  Great  River,  by  four  leagues  in 
depth  into  the  woods  or  into  the  lands  to  the  north,  with  every  right  of 
hunting  and  fishing  in  the  said  extent,  and  in  that  part  of  the  Great  Rij 
ver  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  the  other  Rivers,  Pools,  and  Streams  which  are 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  Grant  or  which  touch  the  same  ;  the  whole 
free  and  clear  of  dependance,  with  all  the  Seigniorial  Rights,  under  the 
conduct  and  direction  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Company  of  Jesus  who  have 
converted  them  to  the  Faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  without  that  any 
Frenchman  can  or  may  hunt  or  fish  within  the  said  extent,  without  the 
permission  of  the  Christian  Captain  of  that  new  Church  under  the 
conduct,  direction,  and  approbation  of  the  said  Fathers.  The  whole 
as  it  is  more  fully  specified  and  declared  by  the  said  Grant. 

For  the  validity  and  execution  of  the  said  Grant  it  being  necessary  to 
provide,  and  desiring  on  our  part  to  co-operate  so  much  as  in  us  lieth  to 
the  bringing  in  of  those  nations  ;  and  considering  that  it  is  most  reasona- 
ble that  they  should  have  and  retain  in  their  Country  the  extent  of  land 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  live  in  common,  and  lead  a  stationary  life 
near  the  French  Inhabitants. — With  the  advice  of  the  Queen  Regent 
our  most  honored  Lady  and  Mother,  and  of  our  Council  which  hath 
seen  the  said  Concession  of  the  said  13th  day  of  March  last,  hereunto  at- 
tached under  our  counter-seal  ;  We  have  of  our  special  Grace  full  power 
and  Royal  authority  in  agreeing  to  and  confirming  the  said  Grant  of  the 
said  Company  of  New  France  ;  Given  &  granted  &  hereby  give  and  grant 
by  these  presents,  signed  with  our  hand,  one  league  upon  the  Great  River 
by  four  leagues  in  depth  into  the  interior,  not  only  at  the  place  specified 
in  the  said  Grant  but  also  in  all  places  where  there  shall  be  a  Fort  and 
French  Garrison  ;  and  to  this  end  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure  that  near 
the  said  Fort  the  said  Indians  shall  have  one  league  upon  the  front  at  the 
place  where  such  fort  shall  be,  by  four  leagues  into  the  interior  with  all 
the  places  of  hunting  and  fishing,  and  all  other  advantages  which  they 
can  obtain  from  and  out  of  the  said  extent  of  ground  or  rivers  adjacent 
thereto,  without  any  dues  or  services  whatsoever  ; — whereof  we  do  ac- 
quit, exonerate  and  discharge  them,  subject  however  to  this,  that  the  said 
Indians  shall  always  be  and  remain  under  the  conduct,  direction  and 
protection  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Company  of  Jesus,  without  the  advice 
and  consent  of  whom  it  shall  not  be  in  their  power  to  release,  grant, 
sell  or  alienate  the  said  lands  which  we  grant  unto  them,  nor  permit 
hunting  or  fishing  upon  the  said  premises  by  any  individuals,  without  the 
permission  of  the  said  Fathers,  to  whom  we  grant  the  direction  of  the 
concerns  of  the  said  Indians,  without  however  that  they  shall  be  held 
or  bound  to  render  account  to  any  others  than  their  own  superiors.  It 
is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  if  any  Europeans  are  settled  within 
the  said  limits  they  shall  hold  their  lands  from  the  Christian  Captains, 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Fathers,  in  the  same  manner  and  way 
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as  the  said  lands  were  by  the  said  Europeans  held  from  those  who  grant- 
ed the  same  to  them.  And  that  henceforth  no  lauds  shall  be  given  or 
granted  within  the  said  extent,  but  by  the  order  ot  the  Christian  Cap- 
tain, and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Fathers  their  protect- 
ors, the  whole  for  the  advantage  of  those  people  to  attach  them  by 
the  small  profits  drawn  from  their  own  Country  to  quit  their  wander- 
ing life,  and  lead  a  Christian  life  under  the  conduct  of  their  Captain 
and  of  the  said  fathers  who  have  converted  them.  We  accordingly  en- 
join &c. 

GIVEN  at  Paris  in  the  month  of  July  the  year  of  Grace  1651,  and 
of  our  Reign  the  second. 

[Signed]  LEWIS, 
And  on  the  next  Leaf  by  the  King,  the  Queen  Regent  his  mother 
present — and  lower  down  is  written,  Inrolled  by  the  King's  Attorney 
General  to  be  carried  into  execution  according  to  the  Form  and  Tenor 
thereof. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the  En- 
try as  on  Record  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Quebec  in  a  French 
Register  entitled  "  Cahler  d' Intendant)  Concession  en  fiefs  Ufc.  No* 
10  «r.  17  folio  655  verso." 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office, 

Quebec,  28th  Feby.  1824. 

(Signed)  Ls  MONTIZAMBERT. 

Actg.  Pro.  Secy.  &  Regr. 


No.  4-. 

LOUIS  &c.  Gueetixg  : — Our  dear  and  well  beloved  Father 
Paul  Lejeune,  of  the  Company  of  Jesus,  Priest  of  the  Missions  of 
the  said  Company  in  America,  hath  represented  unto  us,  that  by  our 
Letters  Patent  of  the  month  of  July  1651  we  had  promised  the  settling 
of  the  Christian,  natives  of  the  Islands  and  Continents  of  North  and 
South  America  latterly  converted  to  the  Faith,  upon  the  clauses  and  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  said  Letters  Patent,  but  that  because  the  same 
were  not  addressed  to  you,  and  you  might  make  difficulties  as  to  the  en- 
registration  of  them — The  said  memorialist  most  humbly  supplicated  us 
to  be  pleased  to  grant  unto  him  our  Letters  necessary  for  the  purpose— 
For  these  causes,  we  enjoin  you  that  you  do  proceed  to  the  enregistration 
of  our  aforesaid  Letters,  and  to  cause  the  said  Company  to  have  and  en- 
joy the  contents  thereof,  fully  and  peaceably,  according  to  their  form  and 
tenor,  notwithstanding  that  the  said  Letters  Patent  have  not  been  ad- 
dressed unto  you,  whereof  we  have  relieved,  and  do  by  these  presents 
relieve  the  said  Company. 

For  such  is  our  Pleasure. 

Gives  at  Paris  the  eleventh  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  Grace  1658, 
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and  of  our  reign  the  15th. 

Signed  by  the  King  in  his  Council  "  Dachau"  and  sealed.  Registered 
by  the  King's  Attorney  General  to  be  executed  according  to  its  form 
and  tenor,  at  Paris  in  Parliament  the  eleventh  day  of  April  1658, 
signed  "  Dn  Tillet",  collated  with  the  Original  by  me  Councillor  and 
Secretary  of  the  King  and  of  his  finances. 

(Signed)  DUMOLEY. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the  Entry  a* 
on  Record  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Quebec  in  a  French  Register  en- 
tituled  "  Cahier  dy Intendant  Concessions  en  Fiefs,  &c.  No.  2  a  9,  fo- 
Vw  82  recto.1* 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office, 
Quebec,  28th  February  1824. 

(Signed)       Ls.  MONTIZ AMBER T. 

Actg.  Provl.  Secy,  and  Regr. 


No.  5. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REGISTERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

"  The  Court  having  seen  the  Letters  Patent  of  the  King  given  at 
Paris  in  the  month  of  July  1651,  signed  "  LOUIS,"  and  on  the  back 
by  the  Queen  his  mother  present  "  De  Lominie",  to  which  is  appended 
the  Great  Seal  of  green  wax  ;  by  which  said  Letters  Patent  the  said  Lord 
had  permitted  the  Father  of  the  Company  of  Jesus  to  re-establish  in  all 
the  places  and  Islands  in  North  and  South  America,  with  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  contained  in  the  said  Letters  ;  and  altogether  as  they 
now  do  in  this  Kingdom,  as  is  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  said  Letters, 
addressing  to  the  Court  other  Letters  Patent  of  the  same  month  and 
year;  signed  and  sealed  in  the  same  manner,  whereby  the  said  Lord  had 
also  permitted  the  establishment  of  Christian  natives  of  the  said  Islands 
and  Continent  of  America  latterly  converted  to  the  Faith  in  the  said 
Country,  upon  the  clauses  and  conditions  contained  in  the  said  Letter,  ad- 
dressing to  the  Court  Letters  of  Surrannation  upon  the  said  Letters  of 
the  eleventh  of  the  present  month  of  March,  signed  by  the  King  in  his 
Council  "  Pachau,"  and  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  yellow  wax. 
Petition  presented  to  the  Court  by  Father  Paul  Lejeune  of  the  Compa- 
ny of  Jesus  in  the  name  and  as  Priest  of  the  Missions  of  the  Company  in 
America,  to  the  end  that  the  said  Letters  Patent  may  be  enregistered — 
Conclusions  of  the  King's  Attorney  General, — Having  heard  the  report 
of  Mr.  Charles  Saveuze,  Counsellor  in  the  said  Court.    All  consider- 
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ed,  the  Court  hath  ordered  and  doth  order  that  the  said  Letters  shall 
be  enregistered  at  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  said  Court,  to  be  executed 
according  to  their  form  and  tenor. 

Done  in  Parliament  the  eleventh  day  of  April  1658. 

(Signed)        Du  TILLET. 

Collated  with  the  Original  by  me,  Counsellor  and  Secretary  of  the 
King  and  of  His  Finances. 

(Signed)  DUMOLEY. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the  Entry  as 
on  record  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Quebec  in  a  French  Register  en- 
tituled  "  Cahier  d'Intendant  Concessions  en  Fief  &c*  No.  10  a  17?  fo- 
lio 82.  verso. 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  "1 
Quebec,  28th  February  1824.  J 

Signed,       Ls.  MONTIZ \MBERT, 

Actg.  Provl.  Secy,  and  Regtr. 


APPENDIX  (D.) 
[Title  Deed  of  Sylleri,  Revd.  Fathers  Jefuits.] 

Hector  de  Calliere,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  Go- 
vernor and  Lieutenant  General  for  the  King  in  all  Northern 
France. 

Jean  Bochart,  Knight  Lord  of  Champigny  Noroy,  and  other 
places,  Councillor  of  the  King  in  His  Councils,  Intendant  of  Jus- 
tice Police  and  Finances  in  the  faid  Country. 

Having  seen  the  Petition  to  us  prefented  by  the  Revd.  Father 
Martin  Eouvart,  Superior  of  the  Company  of  Jefus  in  this  Coun- 
try, and  Father  Francois  Vaillant,  his  Procurator,  praying  that  it 
might  pleafe  us  to  transfer  to  them  in  their  own  right  the  Fief 
Land  and  Seigniory  of  Sylleri,  which  they  have  hitherto  hoiden 
only  as  Adminiftrators  of  the  Property  of  the  Chriftian  Indians,  to 
whom  the  faid  Fief  was  given  by  His  Majefty  in  the  month  of 
July  1651,  and  which  the  faid  Indians  have  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don ten  or  twelve  years  lince,  to  fettle  themfeves  elsewhere  as  well 
becaufe  the  Lands  in  Culture  were  altogether  worn  out,  as  be- 
caufe  fire-wood  having  been  cut  thereupon  for  nearly  forty  years, 
none  could  be  had  but  at  a  great  diftance  from  their  refidence  : — 
As  alfo  to  transfer  to  them  in  like  manner  in  their  own  right,  and 
in  Fief,  four  perches  of  land  in  front  by  eight  in  depth,  conceded 
by  the  late  M.  de  Montmagny,  and  twenty  Toifes  iquare  of  aug- 
mentation granted  by  the  late  M.  D'aillebout,  both  Governors 
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General  of  this  Country,  to  the  late  Pachirinij  an  Indian  Chief  at 
Three-Rivers,  whereof  the   said  Fathers  the  Jefuits  have  for 
more  than  forty  years,  given,  as  Tutors  and  Adminiftrators  of  the 
Property  of  the  laid  Pachiriny,  Contracts  of  Conceftion,  to  divers 
individuals  Frenchmen  to  occupy  and  build  upon  them,  as  they 
have  done,  in  consideration  of  fome  fmall  rent,  which  said  Pachi- 
riny  is  now  dead,  and  the  faid  Fathers  have  remained  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  faid  lots  of  Ground,  whereof  they  require  us  to 
make  unto  them  a  Grant,  and  being  fully  informed  of  the  good 
intentions  of  the  faid  Fathers  of  the  Company  of  Jefus  in  the 
great  fpiritual  &  temporal  aids  which  they  afford  to  the  Indians  of 
this  Country,  and  of  the  great  pains  they  have  taken  and  of  the 
very  heavy  Expenfes  which  they  have  incurred  to  fupport  the-faid 
Miffions  of  the  faid  Indians,  and  to  labour  folidlyfor  their  Salva- 
tion, and  particularly  in  refpect  of  thofe  who  were  fettled  at  Sylleri, 
for  whom  lince  they  have  left  that  Place,  they  have  purchafed,  at 
their  own  proper  cofts,  other  lands  in  divers  places  of  this  Coun- 
try to  fettle  them  thereupon,  without  which  they  would  have  been 
difperfed.    For  thefe  reafons  we  have  given  and  granted  in  pro- 
perty to  the  faid  Fathers  Jefuits  the  laid  Fief  Land  and  Seigniory 
of  Sylleri,  of  one  league  in  breadth  upon  the  River  Saint  Lawrence, 
and  of  one  league  and  a  half  or  thereabouts  in  depth  up  to  the 
Seigniory  of  Saint  Gabriel,  which  bounds  it  in  the  rear  beginning 
on  the  North  East  fide  at  the  Pointe  de  Puisseaux,  and  on  one 
fide  to  the  South  West,  by  a  line  which  feparates  it  from  the  Fief 
of  Gaudarville,  which  lines  have  been  drawn,  the  one  about  twenty 
five  years  ago,  and  the  other  about  forty,  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  formerly  granted  to  the  faid  Indian  to  enjoy  the  whole 
in  true  Fief,  holding  from  the  King  alone,  with  fuperior,  mesne 
and  inferior  Jurisdiction,  as  they  pofless  all  the  other  lands  which 
His  Majesty  has  been  pleafed  to  grant  them  in  this  Country ; 
and  we  do  in  like  manner  give  and  grant  unto  them  by  the 
fame  Title  of  Fief,  and  with  the  same  rights  and  privileges  above 
fpecified,  the  faid  four  perches  of  Land  in  front  by  Eight  in  depth, 
granted  by  the  late  Mr.  De  Montmagny,  and  the  twenty  Toifes 
fquare  of  augmentation  granted  by  Mr.  D'Aillebout,  both  Gov- 
ernors General  of  this  Country,  to  the  faid  late  Pachiriny  an  In- 
dian Chief.    The  whole  to  be  holden  by  them  in  Property  for 
ever  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  Paris,  fubject  to  Appeals  from 
the  faid  Courts  of  Sylleri  lying  to  the  Lieutenant  General  of  the 
Prevotfhip  of  Quebec,  and  that  the  faid  Fathers  Jesuits  fhall  be 
bound  to  obtain  from  His  Majefty  a  ratification  of  thefe  Presents 
within  one  year.    In  Witness  whereof  we  have  figned  them,  and 
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have  caufed  the  Seals  of  Our  Arms  to  be  put  thereto,  and  Coun- 
tersigned by  our  Secretaries. 

Given  at  Quebec  the  23d  October  1699, 

(Signed)       CHEVALIER  de  CALLIERE 
and  CHAMPIGNY. 

By  My  Lord, 

(Signed)   HAUTE VILLE  &  ANDRE\ 

Extract  of  the  letter  of  the  King  to  the  Sieurs  Chevalier  de  Cal- 
liere  and  Beauharnois,  Governor  General  and  Intendant  of  New 
France  of  the  6th  May  1 702.  "His  Majesty  has  alio  granted 
the  Land  of  Sylleri  demanded  by  the  Fathers  Jefuits,  although 
it  is  contrary  to  the  Rule  he  has  made  to  give  no  more  of  the 
Lands  of  Canada  to  the  Religious  Communities'* : — Collated  with 
the  Original  by  us  Intendant  in  the  faid  Country  the  25th  No- 
vember 1702. 

(Signed)  BEAUHARNOIS. 

By  My  Lord, 

(Signed)  TRECHART. 

The  above  Title  of  Conceffion  and  the  Extract  of  the  Letter 
have  been  by  me,  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil in  this  Country,  enregiftered  in  the  Regifters  thereof 
according  to  the  Decree  of  this  day,  the  faid  Grant  to  be  holden 
by  the  faid  Revd  Fathers  Jefuits  according  to  its  from  and  tenor. 

Done  at  Quebec,  the  2d.  day  of  July  1703,  Signed  "  Hubert," 
«  by  M.  Dupuy." 

(Signed)  BEGON. 

I  do  hereby  Certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the 
Entry  as  on  Record  in  the  Regiftrar's  Office  at  Quebec,  in  a  French 
Regifter  Entituled  "Cahier  Df  Intendant,  Concession  en  Fiefs,  fyc* 
No.  10,  a  17,  folio  84?  recto'' 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office,  Quebec  24th  February  1824?. 

(Signed)       Ls.  MONTIZAMBERT, 
Actg.  Provl.  Secy.  &  Regr. 

E 


36 


APPENDIX  ( E. ) 

The  Company  of  New  France  to  all  perfons  prefent  and  to 
come,  greeting. 

Our  greateft  desire  having  always  been  to  eftablifh  a  ftrong  Co- 
lony of  native  Frenchmen  in  New  France,  to  the  end  that  by 
their  example  the  favage  people  of  the  faid  country  might  be  in- 
ftructed  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  brought  to  lead  a  civilized 
life  under  the  obedience  of  the  King  :  We  have  received  willing- 
ly thofe  who  have  offered  to  aflift  us  in  this  praifeworthy  enter- 
prize,  and  efpecially  where  we  have  feen  in  them  a  difposition  to 
undertake  the  culture  of  fome  part  of  the  Land  granted  unto 
our  faid  Company  by  the  late  King  of  Glorious  Memory.  For 
thefe  caufes,  being  fully  certain  of  the  praiseworthy  qualities  of 
Robert  Giffard,  Lord  of  Beauport,  Councillor  and  Ordinary  Phy- 
fician  of  His  Majefty,  and  of  the  experience  and  knowledge  which 
he  has  acquired  in  the  faid  country,  from  his  long  refidence  there- 
in, as  also  of  his  zeal  for  the  Catholic  Apoftolic  Roman  Religion, 
and  of  his  fidelity  and  affection  for  the  fervice  of  the  King.  For 
thefe  caufes  and  others,  us  thereunto  moving,  we  have  unto  him 
given, granted  and  conceded, and  in  virtue  of  the  power  rn  us  vefted 
by  the  King  our  Sovereign  Lord,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  give,  grant 
and  concede  the  lands  and  places  hereinafter  defcribed  :  that  is  to 
fay,  Two  Leagues  of  Land  in  New  France,  to  be  taken  at  the  fame 
place  as  his  prefent  Conceffion,  and  adjoining  it  or  as  near  it  as 
may  be,  by  ten  leagues  in  depth,  into  the  Lands  towards  the  north 
weft.    The  faid  Robert  Giffard  to  hold  the  faid  abovementioned 
Conceffions  in  full  Property,  Jurisdiction  and  Seigniory,  and  to 
hold  the  above  mentioned  things  upon  Fealty  and  Hommage, 
which  he,  his  Succeflbrs  or  Affigns,  fhall  be  bound  to.  perform  at 
the  Fort  of  St.  Louis  of  Quebec,  or  at  the  place  which  may  here- 
after be  defignated  by  the  Company,  which  Fealty  and  Hommage 
they  fhall  be  obliged  to  perform  at  each  mutation  of  pofTefTor,  and 
to  pay  all  dues  and  rents,  which  accrue  upon  Fiefs  of  that  quality, 
the  whole  according  to  and  conformable  with  the  cuftom  of  Pa- 
ris, which  the  Company  means  fhall  be  obferved  every  where  in 
New  France,  and  upon  condition  that  the  Appeals  from  the  Judg- 
es who  may  be  appointed  over  the  places  above  granted,  fhall  be 
directed  to  the  Parliament  and  Sovereign  Court,  which  fhall  here- 
after be  erected  in  the  name  of  the  faid  Company  at  Quebec,  or 
elfewhere  in  New  France.    And  further,  neither  the  said  Sieur 
Giffard,  nor  his  Succeflbrs  or  Afligns,  nor  others  who  emigrate  to 
the  faid  Country  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  and  cultivating  the 
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above  lands  fhall  have  a  right  to  trade  in  Furs  with  the  Indians, 
unlefs  they  be  acknowledged  as  inhabitants  of  that  country,  having 
in  that  quality  a  mare  in  the  Grant  of  Indian  Trade,  made  by 
the  faid  Company  to  the  community  of  inhabitants  according  to 
the  agreement  made  with  them. 

We  enjoin  Mr.  De  Montmagny,  Governor  of  the  King  at  Que- 
bec and  for  our  Company,  that  he  do  put  into  poffeffion  the  faid 
Sieur  Giffard  of  the  lands  and  places  above  granted,  and  that  he 
do  affign  to  him  the  Title  and  limits  thereof,  and  that  of  the  Pro- 
ds Verbal  which  fhall  be  thereof  made  he  fliall  certify  a  copy  to  the 
Company  at  the  firft  return  of  the  Veffels.  Done  and  granted  in 
the  General  Affembly  of  the  Partners  in  the  Company  of  New 
France,  held  at  the  Office  the  11th  April  1647. 

In  wltnefs  whereof  thefe  Prefents  have  been  executed,  and  the 
Seal  of  our  Company  affixed. 

(Signed) 

By  the  Company  of  New  France. 

LAMY. 

By  Deed  pafsed  before  Paul  Vachon,  Notary,the  2d  day  of  No- 
vember 1667,  the  Sieur  Giffard  and  hisWife  appear  to  have  given, 
by  Donation  inter  vivos,  to  the  Revd.  Fathers  Jefuits  of  this  City, 
the  Lands  mentioned  in  the  above  Conceflion. 


The  Company  o  f  New  France  to  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  Pre- 
fents fhall  come,  Greeting  : 

It  having  been  reprefented  on  the  part  of  the  Sieur  Giffard, 
Seignior  of  Beauport  in  New  France,  Councillor  and  Ordinary 
Phyfician  to  the  King,  that  he  cannot  obtain  the  enjoyment  of  the 
lands  in  the  Conceflion  to  him  made  on  the  16th  day  of  April 
laft,  of  two  leagues  of  Land  by  ten  leagues  in  depth,  to  be  taken 
in  New  France,  at  the  fame  place  where  he  has  for  a  long  time 
paft  been  fettled,  inasmuch  as  he  is  bounded  on  one  fide  by  lands 
granted  to  the  Revd.  Fathers  Jefuits,  and  on  the  other  fide  by 
lands  granted  to  the  Company  of  Beaupre,  and  that  the  faid  Grant 
might  not  be  ufelefs  to  him,  that  it  might  pleafe  the  Company  to 
transfer  and  grant  in  fome  other  place  not  yet  granted  either  on 
the  north  or  on  the  fouth  :  For  these  caufes,  defiring  to  favor  the 
faid  Sieur  Giffard,  we  have  given,  accorded  and  granted,  the  fame 
quantity  of  Land  as  that  expreffed  by  our  faid  Conceffion  of  the 
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16th  day  of  April  laft,  to  be  taken  at  hand,  and  in  ungranted  pla- 
ces, either  on  the  north  or  on  the  louth,  as  the  faid  lands  fhall  be 
designated  by  Mr  De  Montmagny,  Governor  of  Quebec,  to  enjoy 
the  fame  the  faid  Sieur  Giffard,  upon  the  fame  titles  and 
conditions  as  exprefsed  in  our  said  Concefsion  of  the  16th  day  of 
April  laft,  which  will  ferve  him  with  these  Prefents  as  one  and  the 
fame  Conceffion. 

Done  and  granted  in  the  Affembly  of  the  Company  of  New 
France,  held  at  the  Office  the  15th  May  1647. 

By  the  Company  of  New  France. 

(Signed)  LAMY, 
DUPUY, 
BEGON. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the  En- 
try as  found  on  Record  in  the  Office  of  Enrollment  at  Quebec, 
in  a  French  Register,  intituled  "Cahier  cC  lntendant  N  °  .  2  a  9, 
folio  73,  verso" 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office. 

(Signed)  Jno.  TAYLOR, 

Depy.  Secy.  &  Regr. 

Quebec,  12th  March  1819. 


No.  2. 

Title  deed  of  the  prolongation  of  the  Seigniory  of  Beauport.— M.  Giffard. 

Jean  Lauzon,  ordinary  Councillor  of  the  King  in  his  Privy 
Councils  of  State,  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  for  His 
Majefty  in  New  France,  in  the  extent  of  the  River  Saint  Law- 
rence, to  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  prefent  letters  fhall  come,  gree- 
ting. 

The  Company  of  New  France  having  on  various  occafions 
been  convinced  of  the  zeal  of  the  Sieur  Giffard,  Efquire,  Sieur 
of  Beauport,  for  the  Settlement  of  the  Colony  of  New  France, 
the  great  expenfe  which  he  has  incurred  for  the  attainment  of 
this  object,  the  loffes  which  he  has  on  this  occount  fuffered  even 
when  he  wastaken  by.the  Englifhwiththe  Fleet  in  November  1628, 
the  Company  had  attempted  as  an  acknowledgment  to  benefit 
the  faid  Sieur  Giffard,  and  particularly  in  the  Aflemblyof  16th  Ja- 
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nuary  1634?,  held  at  our  Hotel  in  France,  had  granted  unto  him 
one  league  in  front  upon  the  River  Saint  Lawrence,  to  begin 
at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Notre-Dame  called  Beauport,  with 
one  league  and  a  half  in  depth,  and  having  caufed  a  grant  there- 
of to  be  executed,  in  pofTeffion  of  which  he  had  been  put  by  the 
late  Mr.  Champlain,  to  whom  the  faid  Grant  was  addrefled  as 
Governor  for  the  time.  And  the  faid  Tract  of  Land  was  then 
meafured  and  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  faid  River  Notre- 
Dame  de  Beauport,  and  on  the  other  fide  by  the  River  of  the 
Fall  of  Mountmorency  as  appears  by  an  Acte  signed,  "A.  Duchef- 
ne,"  and  for  proof  of  the  Seal  and  Signature  of  the  late  Sieur  de 
Champlain  by  the  Sieurs  "Tardif  de  la  Porte  and  A.  Duche{ne  de 
la  Ville" — Ervel  Efpenaffe,  acting  Clerk,  appointed  by  A.  Che- 
valier de  Montmagny  and  figned  by  him. 

And  moreover  by  Acts  of  16th  April  and  1 5th  May  1647, 
Signed  "Lamy,"  and  Sealed  with  the  Seal  of  the  faid  Company, 
there  was  further  granted  unto  the  faid  Sieur  Giffard,  two  leagues 
-  in  front  by  ten  leagues  in  depth,  either  near  the  firft  Conceffion 
or  in  any  other  place  which  mould  be  defignated  unto  him  by 
the  Sieur  de  Montmagny,  which  it  not  being  poffible  for  him  to 
execute,  he  had  given  a  portion  to  the  Reverend  Mothers  Hos- 
pitallers, and  had  further  required  of  us  to  extend  the  Concef- 
fion of  Beauport,  which  is  already  one  league  and  a  half  in 
depth,  and  to  give  him  to  the  depth  of  four  leagues  into  the  inte- 
rior, and  this  until  meeting  with  fome  other  extent  of  ground 
convenient  to  him  he  may  fill  up  the  whole  quantity  granted  to 
him. 

For  thefe  caufes  inclining  to  the  prayer  of  the  Sieur  Giffard, 
and  until  we  can  give  him  a  larger  extent,  we  in  virtue  of  the 
power  unto  us  given  by  the  Company  of  New  France  have  given, 
granted  and  conceded,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  give,  grant  and 
concede  unto  the  faid  Sieur  Giffard,  Lord  of  Beauport,  two 
Leagues  and  a  half  in  depth,  upon  the  league  in  front  of  the  faid 
Seigniory  of  Beauport,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  River  of 
Notre  Dame  de  Beauport,  the  faid  River  comprized,  and  on 
the  other  fide  by  the  River  of  the  Fall  of  Motmorency,  to 
hold  the  fame  by  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  for  ever  in  full 
property,  Jurildiction  and  Seigniory,  with  fuch  and  like  rights 
as  he  heretofore  poffefied  and  now  pofTeffes ;  the  faid  Seigniory  of 
Beauport  to  compofe  thereof  one  fingle  Fief  and  to  render  one 
fingle  hommage  as  if  by  the  firft  conceffion  there  had  been  granted 
unto  him  four  leagues  in  depth,  whereas  that  Conceffion  contains 
only  one  league  and  a  half. — And  inasmuch  as  the  faid  Sieur  Gif- 
fard is  in  poiTeffion  of  the  faid  places  contiguous  to  what  we  have 
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now  granted  him  by  thefe  prefents,  more  ample  taking  of  pofTes- 
fion  not  being  neceffary  : 

We  do  enjoin  our  High  Steward  of  New  France  or  his  De- 
puties to  caufe  to  be  enregiftered  thefe  prefents  where  they  ought 
to  be  enregiftered,  to  deliver  unto  the  faid  Sieur  Giffard  the  Acte 
thereof,  and  to  maintain  him,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  faid  Lands  as  to  right  appertained!. 

In  faith  whereof  we  have  figned  thefe  prefents  and  have  caufed 
to  be  thereunto  affixed  the  Seal  of  our  Arms,  and  Counterfigned 
by  one  of  our  Secretaries,  at  the  Fort  of  Saint  Louis  of  Quebeck, 
this  31st  day  of  March  1653. — Signed,"  De  Lauzon". — And  low- 
er down  by  my  Lord  «  Peuvret" — And  lower  is  written  as  fol- 
loweth  : — 

Collated  by  me  the  underfigned  Paul  Vachon,  Notary  Royal 
in  New  France^  refiding  at  Beauport,  upon  the  Original  in  parch- 
ment to  me  prefented  by  Jofeph  Giffard,  Efquire,  Lord  of  Beau- 
port,  and  forthwith  returned  unto  him. 

Done  the  4th  May  1675. 

(Signed) 

VACHON,  Not.  Roy.  with  Paraphe. 

The  Year  1 753,  the  fourth  day  of  April,  the  foregoing  Con- 
ceflion  was  by  me,  Clerk  of  the  Stnechaussee  of  New  France,  Ju- 
risdiction of  Quebec,  enregiftered  at  the  Greffe  of  the  faid  place, 
at  the  requisition  of  the  Lord  of  Beauport  therein  named,  where- 
of Acte  was  granted. 

Done  the  day  and  year  aforefaid.    Thus  figned 

ROLAND  GODET,  Greffier,  with  Paraphe. 
LAMY, 

VACHON,  Notary,  with  Paraphe. 

I  do  hereby  Certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  Copy  of  the 
Entry,  as  on  Record  in  the  Regiftrar's  Office  at  Quebec,  in  a  French 
Piegifter,  intituled,  "  Cahier  d'lntendant  Concessions  en  Fiefs 
#c.  No.  10  a  17,  folio  675.  rector 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office. 

(Signed)  Ls.  MONTIZAMBERT, 

Actg.  Prov.  Sec'y.  and  Regr. 

Quebec,  28th  February  1824. 
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APPENDIX  (F). 
No.  1. 

To  His  Excellency  Robert  Prescott,  Efquire,  Captain-Gene- 
ral and  Governor  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  Provinces  of  Up- 
per and  Lower-Canada,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  your  Excellency,  I  now  refpectfully  fubmit  my  Re- 
port upon  the  Petition  presented  by  the  Indians  of  the  Huron 
Nation  fettled  at  the  Village  of  Jeune  Lorette,  respecting  their 
claims  to  the  Seigneurie  of  Sillery  and  the  Fief  of  Saint  Gabr  iel 
commonly  called  Jeune  Lorette. 

The  claims  of  the  Indians  are  not  (upon  the  face  of  their  Peti- 
tion) for  Sillery  and  Saint  Gabriel  fpecirically,  but  by  confutation 
with  their  Chiefs,  I  find  that  thefe  are  the  tracts  of  Land  to  which 
they  make  pretentions  — Pretenlions  which  they  do  not  fupport 
by  any  titles,  and  of  which  they  produce  no  evidence  except  the 
tradition  of  their  Village. 

I  have  taken  every  ftep  in  my  power,  and  made  repeated  re- 
fearches  in  the  public  records  of  the  Province,  to  afcertain  on  what 
this  tradition  was  founded,  both  with  respect  to  Sillery  and  Saint 
Gabriel.  As  to  the  former,  I  am  enabled  to  ftate  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  in  1651,  the  Jefuits,  by  Petition  to  the  Company  of 
New  France,  who  were  then  the  Proprietors  of  Canada,  ftated 
that  it  was  their  anxious  defire  to  collect  the  Indians  in  one  fpot 
in  order  to  inftruct  them  in  the  Chnftian  Religion — that  fome  of 
the  new  Profelytes  had  actually  fettled  at  Sillery  near  Quebec,  for 
which  reafon,  they  asked  for  the  Indians  a  grant  of  Land  adjoin- 
ing to  that  fpot.  The  Company  acceded  to  their  requeft,  and  by 
Letters  Patent,  dated  the  13th  March  1651,  granted  to  the  Indi- 
ans the  Seigneurie  of  Sillery  of  one  league  in  front  by  four 
leagues  in  depth. 

This  grant  which  wasconfirmed  by  the  King  of  France,  by  Letters 
Patent  dated  in  July  1651,  was  by  him  ordered  to  be  enregistered 
in  the  Parlement  de  Paris  on  the  11th  March  1658,  and  was  en- 
regiftered  on  the  1 1th  of  April  1658. 

It  is,  I  conceive,  upon  this  point,  that  the  tradition  of  the  Indi- 
ans reflecting  Sillery  is  founded.  It  was  at  one  time,  moft  cer- 
tainly theirs,  and  continued  to  be  theirs  until  the  year  1699.  In 
this  year  Martin  Bouvart,  fuperior  of  the  Jefuits,  and  Francis 
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Vaillant  their  Attorney,  prefented  a  Petition  to  Monsr.  Be  Cal- 
lliere  and  Monsr.  Bochartthe  Governor  and  Intendant  of  Canada, 
in  which  they  ftated,  that  the  King  of  France  had  granted  Sillery 
to  the  Chriftian  Indians  in  1651,  who  had  however  abandoned  it 
for  ten  or  twelve  years  then  laft  paft,  and  had  fixed  themfelves 
elfewhere  *,  that  they  had  abandoned  it,  becaufe  the  Land  was  en- 
tirely worn  out,  and  becaufe  having  cut  firewood  upon  the  fpot 
for  upwards  of  40  years,  what  remained,  was  then  very  far  re- 
moved from  their  habitations. — For  thefe  reafons  they  (the  Jefuits) 
prayed  a  grant  of  Sillery  of  which  they  obferved,  they  had  always 
been  in  poffefiion  as  Adminiftrators  of  the  Property  of  the  Indi- 
ans. 

What  evidence  was  fubmitted  to  the  Governor  and  Intendant 
to  fupport  the  allegations  of  this  Petition,  does  not  appear,  but  it 
feems  they  were  fatisfied  they  were  true,  for  by  Letters  Patent  of 
the  23d  of  October  1699,  they  granted  to  the  Jefuits  the  Seigne- 
urie  of  Sillery  to  hold  in  their  own  right  and  to  their  own  ufe. — 
The  Patent  recites  as  motives  for  the  grant,  the  facls  fet  forth  in 
the  Petition,  and  obferves  that  the  Governor  and  Intendant  were 
apprised  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  Jefuits,  of  the  great  fpiritual 
fuccours  which  they  had  given  to  the  Indians,  and  of  the  enormous 
expenses  which  they  had  incurred  to  fupport  the  different  Millions 
which  they  had  eftablifhed,  particularly  that  at  Sillery. — It  further 
adds,  that  after  the  Indians  abandoned  Sillery,  the  Jefuits  had  at 
their  own  expence  purchafed  for  them  different  tracts  of  Land  in 
various  parts  of  the  Country,  on  which  they  were  now  fettled  and 
that  without  this  afliftance,  the  Indians  inevitably  muff  have  been 
difperfed,  and  have  loft  the  benefit  of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

This  fecond  grant  of  Sillery  was  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the 
French  King  on  the  6th  May  1702,  and  enregiftered  in  the  Su- 
preme Council  at  Quebec  on  the  2d  July  1703, 

Under  this  grant  the  Jefuits  took  immediate  polfefllon  of  Sille- 
ry, and  as  they  have  remained  in  poffefiion  ever  fince,  I  am  neces- 
sarily of  opinion  that  their  title  is  good  againft  the  pretenfions  of 
the  Indians. 

As  to  the  Fief  of  St.  Gabriel,  I  cannot  find  the  fmalleft  ground 
for  the  claim  made  by  the  Hurons. 

The  whole  was  originally  granted  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  the 
16th  of  April  1647,  to  the  Sieur  Robert  Giffard,  and  the  part 
poffeffed  by  the  Jefuits,  which  is  that  claimed  by  the  Indians,  was 
by  Giffard  and  his  wife,  (Marie  Reuonard)  given  to  the  Jefuits 
by  Deed  of  Donation,  palled  before  Paul  Vachon,  Notary,  on  the 
2d  November  1667,  and  it  was  afterwards  regularly  confirmed  to 
the  Jefuits  by  the  French  King's  «  Letters  d,amorti^fement.', 
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The  motives  which  led  Giffard  and  his  wife  to  make  the  gift 
are,  as  expreffed  in  the  Deed  of  Donation,  friendfhip,  and  to  re- 
compenfe  the  Jefuits  for  feveral  "  bons  et  a^reables  services"  which 
they  had  rendered,  but  whether  to  Monsieur  or  to  Madame  Gif- 
fard, does  not  particularly  appear. 

I  have  only  to  add  for  your  Excellency's  information,  that  the 
Indians  are  not  at  all  mentioned  in  the  above  Deed  of  Donation, 
And  as  the  Jefuits  have  fince  the  2nd  of  November  1667,  been 
uninterruptedly  poflelTed  of  the  Fief  of  Saint  Gabriel,  and  ftill 
hold  it  by  virtue  of  the  above  Deed,  and  of  the  King's  "  Lettres 
d'amortiffement,"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  claims  of  the  Indians 
are  totally  unfounded. 

All  which  neverthelefs  is  refpeclfully  fubmitted  by 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  fervant 
(Signed)  J.  SEWELL, 

Quebec,  3d  August  1797.  Attorney  General. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Original  delivered  to  the  Indians  of 
Lorette  in  Council  at  the  Caftle  of  St.  Lewis,  Quebec,  8th  Au- 
gust 1797. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency  General  Prefcott, 

HERMAN  WITSIUS  RYLAND. 


No.  2. 

My  Children, 

I  have  well  confidered  the  Papers  which  you  put  into  my 
hands  in  the  laft  Council  which  I  held  with  you. 

It  appears  by  thofe  Papers  that  in  the  year  1651  the  Company 
of  New  France  upon  the  Petition  of  the  Reverend  Fathers  Jefuits, 
caufed  to  be  drawn  up  Letters  Patent  by  which  the  Seigniory  of 
Sillery  was  given,  "  to  the  Indians  who  ufually  live  near  to  Quebec," 
and  that  in  a  short  time  afterwards  this  Donation  was  confirmed 
by  His  Majefty  the  King  of  France.  That  in  the  year  1699, 
upon  a  Reprefentation  made  by  the  fame  Reverend  Fathers  Je- 
fuits, it  pleafed  the  Governor  and  Intendant  of  the  Province  to 
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revoke  the  Letters  Patent  above  mentioned,  and  to  caufe  others 
to  be  drawn  up  whereby  the  Seigniory  of  Siliery  was  given  in 
property  to  the  Reverend  Fathers  Jefuits,  and  that  this  fecond 
Donation  was  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  King  of  France,  the 
6th  of  May  1702,  and  Enregistered  in  the  Supreme  Council  of 
Quebec  the  2d  July  1703. 

My  Children, 

You  muft  know  that  the  King  of  France  had  a  power  which 
the  King  of  England  has  not,  that  is  to  fay,  that  what  he  gave 
one  day  he  could  take  back  the  next,  and  give  it  to  another,  and 
thus  change  the  poffeffion  of  a  Property  as  often  as  he  pleafed. 
But  the  Kings  of  England  more  juft  have  not  for  many  ages  ex- 
ercifed  fuch  a  power  j  they  leave  to  the  Law  alone,  which  is 
equal  for  all,  the  right  of  deciding  upon  properties,  and  when 
once  a  property  is  legally  given,  the  King  looks  upon  the  Donation 
as  facred  and  changes  it  never. 

My  Children, 

I  have  entered  into  this  explanation  to  shew  to  you  the  impos*. 
fibility  of  granting  your  prefent  demands. 

At  the  Caftle  of  Saint  Louis  at  Quebec, 
this  31st  March  1798. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  PRESCOTT. 

By  Order  of  His  Excellency, 

(Signed)      "  Herman  Witsius  Ryland" 


No.  3. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Prevoft,  Baronet,  Prefident  of  the 
Province  of  Lower-Canada  and  Adminiftrator  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  faid  Province,  Lieutenant  General  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  Provinces  of  Lower 
and  Upper-Canada,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  pleafe  Your  Excellency, 
In  obedience  to  Your  Excellency's  commands  fignified  in  Cap- 
tain Coore's  letter  of  the  25th  inftant,  directing  me  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Deputation  of  the  Lorette  Indians,  and  to  ascertain 
the  jultnefs  of  their  claim  to  a  part  of  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Ga- 
briel, as  ftated  in  their  Memorial  to  Your  Excellency  of  the  same 
date,  1  have  now  the  honor  to  report,  that  immediately  upon  re- 
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ceipt  of  Your  Excellency's  commands,  I  obtained  from  the  faid 
Indians  such  information  as  they  could  offer  upon  the  fubject, 
and  have  fince  attentively  examined  the  Title  Deeds  relating  to 
the  faid  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel  in  the  poffeflion  of  Mr.  Pyke 
Secretary  to  the  Commiflioners  for  Adminiftering  the  Eftates 
heretofore  belonging  to  the  late  Order  of  the  Jefuits  in  Canada. 

By  thefe  it  appears,  that  the  firft  Grant  of  the  Lands  in  ques- 
tion was  made  at  Paris,  on  the  16th  April  1647,  by  the  then  Com- 
pany of  New  France,  to  one  Robert  Giffard,  Seignior  of  Beau- 
port,  as  containing  two  leagues  in  front  by  ten  in  depth,  thus  des- 
cribed in  the  Original  Deed  of  Conceffion  thereof,  "  c'est  a  savoir 
"  deux  lieues  de  terres  en  la  Nouvelle  France,  a  prendre  aux 
"  memes  endroits  de  sa  precedente  Concession"  (that  is,  Beau- 
port)  "  et  rangeant  ice  lie,  ou  de  proche  en  proche  autant  qu'il  se 
"  pourrafaire,  sur  dix  lieues  de  profondeur  dans  les  terres  vers 
"  le  nord  ouest."  The  land  so  conceded  was  granted  to  him,  his 
Heirs  and  Afiigns  for  ever,  "  a  litre  de  Fief  et  Seigneurie,"  fub- 
ject to  the  performance  of  Fealty  and  Hommage  at  the  Caftle  of 
St.  Lewis  upon  each  mutation  of  the  faid  property,  and  charged 
with  the  ufual  fine  or  quint  according  to  the  cuftora  of  Paris. 
Of  this  Grant  it  would  appear,  that  Giffard  in  the  fame  year 
]  647,  made  a  Donation  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Hotei-Dieu  at  Que- 
bec, of  half  a  league  in  front  by  the  whole  depth,  which  Dona- 
tion was  afterwards  on  the  20th  of  Auguft  1653,  confirmed  to  the 
faid  Ladies  by  Mr.  De  Lauzon  the  then  Governor  of  Canada,  and 
it  is  thus  defcribed,  "  une  demie  lieu  de  front  fur  la  Riviere  St, 
t(  Charles  fur  dix  lieues  de  profondeur  dememhree  du  Fief  St. 
"  Gabriel,  a  prendre  d'un  cote  aux  terres  concedees  fur  la  Riviere 
"  St.  Charles  au  Sieur  Guillaume  Couillard,  d'autre  part,  a  la 
"  ligne  qui  fail  la  separation  des  terres  depuis  peu  accordees  aux 
"  Sauvages,  d'autre  bout  par  derriere,  aux  terres  non  concedees, 
«  et  par  devant  a  la  Riviere  St.  Charles  " 

I  likewife  find,  that  on  the  2nd  November  1667,  twenty  years 
after  the  Original  Grant,  the  faid  Robert  Giffard  and  Marie  Re- 
nouard  his  Wife,  being  proprietors  of  the  remaining  league  and 
one  half  in  front,  by  the  entire  depth  aforefaid,  made  a  Voluntary- 
Donation  thereof  to  the  Revd.  Fathers  of  the  Company  of  Jefus 
eftablifhed  in  Canada,  in  confideration  as  well  of  the  friendfliip 
which  exifted  between  them,  as  of  "  plusieurs  bons  et  agreables 
"  services"  which  the  faid  Revd.  Fathers  had  rendered  to  the 
faid  Giffard  and  his  wife,  c<  pour  en  jouir  commedes  chofes  a  eux 
appartenantes,"  to  hold  the  fame,  to  them  the  faid  Jefuits  for  ever, 
as  of  their  own  property  and  eftate  ;  and  they  in  fact  from  that 
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period  downwards  until  the  Conqueft  of  Canada,  held  the  faid 
league  and  one  half  In  front  by  ten  in  depth,  from  which  latter 
period  until  the  extinction  of  their  Order  in  Canada,  by  the  de- 
ceafe  of  its  laft  furviving  Member,  they  continued  to  poflefs  the 
same,  not  as  Proprietors  perhaps,  but  as  Tenants  at  will,  fubject  to 
the  pieafure  of  the  Crown  to  have  dispofsefsed  them  thereof  at 
any  moment  that  it  might  have  been  deemed  right  to  afsume  the 
faid  Eftate  into  the  immediate  pofseffion  of  His  Majefty.  The 
whole  of  the  tract  therefore,  originally  granted  to  Mr.  Giffard, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  two  leagues  in  front  by  ten  in  depth,  with  the 
exception  of  the  half  league  given  in  1647  to  the  Ladies  of  the 
Hotel-Dieu,  is  at  this  day  the  property  of  His  Majefty,  and  is  now 
adminiftered  in  common  with  the  remainder  of  the  Eftates  here- 
tofore belonging  to  the  late  Order  of  Jefuits,  by  His  Commiffion- 
ers  in  this  Province. 

Having  thus  difpofed  of  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel,  which 
by  the  ratification  of  Mr.  de  Lauzon,  of  the  half  league  in  favor 
of  the  Ladies  of  the  Hotel-Dieu,  it  would  appear  is  bounded  in 
front  by  the  River  St.  Charles ;  and  having  fhewn  that  the  Lo- 
rette  Indians  can  have  no  poflible  claim  upon  it,  I  fhall  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  examination  of  the  Title  Deeds,  under  which  they  ftill 
afsert,  that  they  are  entitled  to  have  a  tract  of  one  league  in  front 
by  two  leagues  and  a  half  in  depth  within  the  Seigniory  of  St. 
Gabriel,  including,  I  prefume,  the  spot  upon  which  their  actual 
habitations  are  erected,  and  which  their  Surveyor,  Mr.  Ecuyer,  by 
his  figurative  plan  drawn  in  this  prefent  month  of  October  has 
deflgnated  thereon  by  a  yellow  fhade. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  namely  the  Conceflion  of  the  13th  March 
1651,  and  upon  which  they  entirely  found  their  claim,  is  not  as 
they  alledge  a  title  to  any  part  of  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel,  on 
the  contrary,  St.  Gabriel  was  no  longer  the  property  of  the  Com- 
pany of  New  France,  they  having  as  has  been  juft  fhewn,  conce- 
ded it  four  years  before  to  Robert  Giffard,  but  is  a  Deed  of 
Conceffion  made  by  the  fame  Company  to  the  Indians  newly  con- 
verted to  the  Chriftian  faith,  at  a  place  called  in  their  language 
"  Kamaskda  dH  Angachdf  commonly  called  by  the  French  In- 
habitants Sillery  or  "  L'ance  de  St.  Jofeph where  the  Jefuits 
had  built  a  Chapel  for  the  Indians,  and  adminiftered  the  Sacra- 
ment to  fuch  of  them  as  had  been  baptized  :  the  tract  is  thus  des- 
cribed, "  1'etendue  d'une  lieue  de  terre  depuis  le  Cap  qui  termine 
L'ance  St.  Jofeph,  en  montantfur  le  grand  Fleuve  St.  Laurent  fur 
quatre  lieues  de  profondeur,"  the  whole  under  the  guidance  of 
the  Jefuits  who  had  converted  them,  and  their  Succefsors ;  this 
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Grant,  "  en  Franc  alien"  is  a  Tenure  in  many  refpects  refembling 
that  of  Free  and  Common  Soccage  in  England.  This  Conceflion 
was  afterwards  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  fame  year  1651,  rati- 
fied by  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  with  the  content  and  appro- 
bation of  the  Queen  Regent,  and  was  enregiftered  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris  on  the  Ilth  April  1658,  and  in  the  Inftrument  of 
Ratification  it  is  again  defcribed  as  bounded  in  front  by  the  great 
River  St.  Lawrence,  on  one  fide  towards  Quebec  by  the  Cape 
which  terminates  the  Bay  (l'ance)  St.  Joseph  or  Sillery  Bay,  on  the 
other  fide  at  the  end  of  the  faid  league  in  front,  and  in  depth  at 
the  end  of  the  said  four  leagues  running  north  into  the  woods. 

Thefe  Grants  having  been  made  in  France  at  a  period  when 
Canada  prefented  little  elfe  to  the  eye  than  a  wildernefs,  it  cannot 
be  matter  of  furprize  if  the  admeafurement  of  the  foil,  fhouid  up- 
on actual  Survey,  have  been  found  in  many  inftances  to  fall  fhort 
of  the  intended  quantity,  that  such  has  been  the  cafe  with  regard 
to  the  Grant  of  Sillery  to  the  Indians  may  be  fairly  collected,  as 
well  from  the  fubfequent  transfer  of  the  faid  Fief  Sillery,  as  from 
the  actual  admeasurement  of  the  soil.  It  is  a  fact,  which 
may  be  inftantly  verified  upon  reference  to  the  plan  of  the  Pro- 
vince, that  the  depth  between  the  River  St.  Lawrence  at  Sillery, 
and  the  River  St.  Charles  in  its  rear,  which  la  ft  River  is  declared 
to  be  the  front  of  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel  is  precisely  one 
league  and  a  half,  and  this  fully  corresponds  with  the  defignation 
given  to  the  faid  Fief  of  Sillery  in  the  subsequent  Grant  thereof, 
which  was  made  to  the  Jefuits  themselves  "  en  propre"  on  the 
23rd  day  of  October  1699,  by  the  Chevaliers  de  Calliere  et  Bo- 
chart,  the  then  Governor  and  Intendant  of  Canada,  reciting  the 
terms  of  the  Petition  of  the  faid  Jefuits,  in  which  it  is  ftated, 
that  they  had  enjoyed  the  Fief  and  Lands  of  Sillery  down  to  that 
period,  as  Administrators  only,  for  the  Chriftian  Indians,  to  whom 
the  fame  had  been  given  by  his  Majefty  the  French  King,  in  165 1, 
that  the  Indians  for  upwards  of  ten  years  then  paft  had  abandoned 
thofe  lands,  and  that  they,  the  Jefuits,  had  procured  other  lands 
in  lieu  thereof,  in  different  parts  of  Canada,  speaking  evidently 
of  the  entire  Grant  made  to  them  in  1651,  which  by  the  words  of 
the  fecond  Grant  of  23rd  October  1699,  to  the  faid  Jefuits,  is 
thus  defcribed ;  "  pour  ces  raifons  nous  avons  donne,  concede  et 
«  octroye  en  propre  aux  difs  Peres  Jefuits,  les  dits  terres,  Fief  et 
"  Seigneurie  de  Sillery,  d«une  lieue  de  large  fur  la  Fleuve  Saint 
"  Laurent  et  d'une  lieue  et  demie  ou  environ  de  profondeur, 
<<  jusqu'd  la  Seigneurie  de  St.  Gabriel,  qui  la  termine  par  der- 
t<  rierey  commencant  du  cote  nord  eft  a  la  Pointe  de  Puifseaux,  et 
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«'  d'un  cote  au  sud  oueft  a  une  ligne  qui  la  fepare  du  Fief  Gau* 
"  darviile,  lesquelles  lignes  ont  ete  tiiees,  Tune  il  y  a  environ 
**  vingt-cinq  ans,  et  l'autre  il  y  a  environ  quarante." 

It  is  therefore  apparent  from  the  whole  of  the  titles,  that  as  the 
previous  Grant  of  the  year  1647,  was  to  be  fulfilled  and  satisfied 
in  the  first  infbnce,  and  as  no  retrocefiion  to  the  Crown  has  or 
can  be  {hewn  difpofseffing  GifFard  of  any  part  of  the  lands 
granted  to  him,  commencing  upon  the  River  St.  Charles;  and 
as  the  depth  between  the  River  St.  Lawrence  and  St.  Charles,  is 
but  one  league  and  a  half  inftead  of  four  leagues,  and  as  the  Je- 
fuits  when  feeking  to  obtain  the  Grant  for  themfelves,  in  lieu  of 
the  Indians  who  had  deferted  Sillery,  accept  of  it,  as  being  of  the 
depth  of  one  league  and  a  half  only,  terminating  where  St.  Ga- 
briel commences,  that  is,  at  the  River  St.  Charles  ;  there  is  no  re- 
maining tract  of  one  league  in  front  by  two  leagues  and  one  half 
in  depth,  to  which  the  Indians  or  any  other  perfon  can  poffibly 
lay  claim. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necefsary  to  trouble  Your  Excellency  with 
any  remarks,  upon  the  manifest  contradictions  which  the  pretend- 
ed figurative  plan  of  Mr.  Ecuyer  exhibits,  as  I  conceive  the  case 
to  be  fufhciently  clear  from  the  foregoing  explanation  of  the  fe- 
veral  titles  relating  to  the  property  in  question,  and  for  the  same 
reason  I  forbear  to  enter  into  the  enquiry,  (if  in  point  of  fact,  it 
had  or  could  have  been  made  out,  that  there  is  no  existing  tract  to 
which  the  alledged  claim  of  the  Lorette  Indians  would  apply,) 
whether  under  the  Law  of  Prescription  their  claims  thereto  are  not 
now  for  ever  barred  ? 

All  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by  Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant. 

(Signed)  EDWARD  BOWEN, 

Actg.  Atty.  Genl.  Lower-Canada. 

Quebec,  31st  October  1811. 

No.  4. 

Quebec,  3d  July  1821. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  Commands  of  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor in  Chief,  fignified  to  us  by  your  Letter  of  the  21st  De- 
cember laft,  we  have  confidered  the  Claims  made  by  the  Huron 
Indians  of  Lorette  to  certain  Lands  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Quebec  ;  and  after  carefully  examining  a  variet    of  Deeds  and 
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Papers  relative  to  this  fubject,  as  well  as  the  proofs  adduced  in 
fupport  of  this  claim,  and  having  alfo  heard  all  that  the  Counfel 
for  the  Petitioners  could  urge  in  their  favour,  we  have  at  length 
the  honor  to  report  to  you  our  joint  opinion  for  the  information 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief.  But  in  our  own  jus- 
tification, we  beg  to  remind  you,  that  it  has  been  at  the  defire  of 
the  Petitioners  themfelves,  that  our  Report  has  been  fo  long 
withheld. 

The  facts  which  the  Petitioners  alledge  in  fupport  of  their 
claim  are,  in  fubftance,  as  follows: — That  in  1651  the  place  call- 
ed Sillery,  confifting  of  one  league  in  front  by  four  in  depth,  was 
granted  by  the  French  Crown  to  the  Jefuits  in  truft  for  the  An- 
ceftors  of  the  Petitioners;  that  in  1699,  part  of  the  above  men- 
tioned conceffion,  viz  : — The  league  in  front  by  one  and  a  half  in 
depth — was  granted  to  the  Jefuits  in  their  own  right,  the  Indians 
having  quitted  the  place  ;  that  in  point  of  Law,  the  latter  grant 
could  not  be  considered  as  vjalid,  inasmuch  as  the  Jefuits  held 
already  the  lands  as  Trustees  for  the  Indians :  but  that  even  ad- 
mitting the  validity  of  their  more  recent  title,  their  still  remained 
two  leagues  and  a  half  in  depth,  to-which  the  Indians  would  be 
entitled  under  the  Grant  of  1651. 

There  are  in  this  Claim  as  it  appears  to  us,  and  in  the  arguments 
which  have  been  adduced  in  fupport  of  it,  feveral  fallacies,  which 
we  think  we  can  shew  to  be  fuch,  from  the  various  documents 
which  it  will  be  neceffary  to  notice  fomewhat  at  length. 

first. — The  Petitioners  feem  to  confider  the  original  Grant  of 
J  651,  to  have  been  made  in  favour  of  their  Anceltors  (the  Hu- 
ron Tribe)  exclusively  ;  whereas  it  will  appear  to  have  been 
made  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Savage  'Tribes,  {Jes  peuples  errans) 
indiscriminately  — Secondly,  that  grant  is  affumed  to  be  unquali- 
fied and  unconditional  ;  whereas  it  is  obvious  that  it  was  only 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  the  Indians  together,  within  the 
limits  thereby  prescribed,  and  under  the  care  and  guidance,  both 
temporal  and  fpiritual,  of  the  Jefuits  ;  and  that  therefore  as  loon 
as  that  object  was  defeated,  which  was  about  forty  years  after- 
wards, the  grant  became  null  and  void. 

In  fupport  of  our  opinion  upon  thefe  two  points  it  feem?  only 
receflary  to  refer  to  the  terms  of  the  Grant  of  1651,  and  of  the 
Confirmation  thereof  in  1658. 

"  La  Compagnie  de  la  Nouvelle  France,  defirant  voir  affem- 
"  bier  les  peuples  errans  en  certains  endroits,  arm  qu'iis  foient  ins- 
"  truits  dans  la  Foi  et  la  Religion  Chretienne,  et  ayant  reconnu 
**  que  quelques-uns  entre  eux  auroient  choifi  depuis  queiques  an- 
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€<  nees  un  lieu  nomme  Syileri  ;  confiderant  en  outre  que  les 
"  Peres  Jefuites,  reconnoiffant  que  les  lieux  etoient  agreables  aux 
"  Sauvages,  leur  avoient  fait  batir  une  Eglife,  &c. — Voulant 
"  favorifer  un  si  grand  ouvrage  de  retenir  ces  bonnes  Neophites 
«  proche  de  leur  Eglife  ;  nous  leur  donnons  I'etendue  d'une  lieue 
•*  de  terre,  depuis  le  Cap  qui  termine  l'ance  de  St.  Jofeph,  en 
"  montant  fur  le  Grand  Fleuve,  fur  quatre  lieues  de  profondeur; 
«  le  tout  fous  la  conduite  et  direction  des  Peres  Jifuites  qui  les 
«*  ont  convertis,  &c.  et  de  leurs  SuccefTeurs." 

This  Grant  Was  confirmed  by  the  King  of  France,  in  con- 
fideration  «  qu'il  eft  tres-raifonnable  qu'ils  (the  Indians  in  general) 
«  aient  et  qu'ils  retiennent  dans  leur  pays  I'etendue  de  terre  qui 
U  leur  feroit  neceiTaire  pour  vivre  en  commun,  et  mener  une  vie 

fedentaire  aupres  des  Francois — And  on  the  express  condi-^ 
tions,  "  que  lesdits  Sauvages  foient  toujours  fous  la  conduite, 
"  direction  et  protection  des  Peres  Jefuites,  fans  l'avis  et  con- 
"  fentement  desquels  ils  ne  pourront  remettre,  conceder,  vendre 
c<  ni  aliener  lesdites  terres,  &c.j  et  auxquels  nous  accordons  la 
"  direction  des  affaires  desdits  Sauvages,  fans  neanmoins  qu'ils 
«  foient  tenus  d'en  rendre  compte  qu'a  leurs  Superieurs." — From 
thefe  two  documents  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  fole  object  of  the  grant 
was  the  Settling  of  Chriftian  Indians  in  general  in  one  fpot,  and 
under  the  fame  fuperintendance  ;  and  that  confequently,  the  mo- 
ment that  object  was  defeated,  either  by  the  Indians  not  fettling 
in  the  firffc  inftance,  or  by  the  fubfequent  abandonment  of  the 
Eftablifhment,  the  truft  was  at  an  end. 

It  appears  that  the  Indians  remained  at  Sillery  about  4<0  years  ; 
after  which,  the  land  being  exhaufled  and  stripped  of  firewood  to 
a  considerable  diftance  round  the  Settlement,  they  abandoned 
it,  and  at  length  retired  to  the  fpot  which  they  now  occupy  at  La 
Jeune  Lorette.  About  8  or  10  years  after  the  abandonment, 
viz,  in  1699,  the  Jefuits  applied  for  a  grant  of  the  Seigniory  for 
themfelves  in  their  own  right,  stating  fully  in  their  Petition  the 
facts  of  the  cafe  as  above  fet  forth,  and  urging  moreover,  the 
great  exertions  which  they  had  made,  and  the  expenfe  which 
they  had  incurred  in  their  endeavours  to  convert  and  unite  the 
Indian  Tribes.  One  exprefiion  made  ufe  of  by  them  is  very 
remarkable,  to  shew  that  the  Huron  Indians  have  no  exclufive 
claim  to  this  property  more  than  the  other  Indian  Tribes ;  "  mais 
"  en  particulier  la  depenfe  que  les  fuppliants  ont  fait,  pour  fou- 
"  tenir  la  miflion  des  Algonquins  et  des  Aber?aquisy  fur  la  Sei- 
<«  gneurie  de  Sylleri,  qui  a  ete  donnee  a  ces  Sauvages,  &c." 
In  confequence  of  this  Petition,  Letters  Patent  were  ifTued  on 
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the  23d  October  1699,  granting  the  Seigniory  of  Sillery  to  the 
Jefuits  in  their  own  right,  and  Hating  as  reafons,  among  others, 
for  that  grant,  that  the  Government  was  fully  acquainted  with 
the  good  intentions  of  the  Jefuits,  of  the  great  afliftance  both 
fpiritual  and  temporal  which  they  had  given  to  the  Indians,  and 
of  the  great  care  which  they  had  taken,  and  the  vaft  expenfe 
which  they  had  incurred,  particularly  with  thofe  eftablifhed  at 
Sillery,  for  whom,  after  that  place  was  abandoned,  they  had 
purchafed  at  their  own  expenfe  other  lands  in  different  parts, 
without  which  the  Indians  would  have  been  dispersed.  It  is  now 
attempted  to  impugn  this  grant.  First,  as  being  inconfiftent  and 
incompatible  with  the  character  in  which  the  Jefuits  stood  as  Trus- 
tees and  Agents  for  the  Indians.  Secondly,  as  having  been  ob- 
tained on  a  falfe  fuggeftion  of  the  purchaie  of  other  lands  for 
the  Indians  by  the  Jefuits  ;  and  lastly,  as  conveying  that  which 
the  French  Crown  had  no  right  to  grant  at  all,  it  being  already 
vefted  in  the  Indians.  If  it  be  true,  as  we  have  fubmitted,  that 
the  abandonment  was  a  forfeiture  of  the  grant  of  1651,  as  being 
a  breach  of  the  condition,  the  truft  repofed  in  the  Jefuits  was  at 
an  end,  and  could  therefore  form  no  obftacle  to  their  receiving 
the  property  in  their  own  right ;  and  this  is  also  an  answer  to  the 
third  ground  of  objection.  Nor  is  it  to  be  prefumed  that  the 
fuggeftion  of  the  purchafe  of  other  lands  by  the  Jefuits  was  falfe. 
No  particular  lands  are  fpecified  as  having  been  purchafed,  any 
more  than  the  particular  tribes  for  whom  the  purchales  were 
made  ;  but  it  mult  be  prefumed  that  the  Government  was  con- 
vinced of  the  fact,  or  it  would  not  have  been  affigned  as  a  reafon 
for  the  grant  to  the  Jefuits.  Befides,  the  length  of  time,  being 
upwards  of  a  century,  during  which  the  Jefuits  enjoyed  the  un- 
disturbed and  undisputed  pofTefsion  of  the  property,  would  of 
itfelf  be  an  answer  to  any  objections  which  could  be  made  to  the 
grant,  or  to  the  motives  which  induced  the  French  Crown  to 
make  it. 

But  lastly  it  is  contended  on  behalf  of  the  Petitioners  that,  even  ad- 
mitting the  validity  of  the  grant  to  the  Jesuits,  yet  as  that  grant  is  limi- 
ted to  one  league  and  a  half  in  depth,  there  still  remains  two  leagues  and 
a  half,  of  the  equitable  claim  to  which  the  Indians  have  never  been  di- 
vested, and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  which  it  is  alleged  that  an  annual  al- 
lowance has  been  made  to  the  Huron  Indians.  It  would  be  sufficient, 
We  apprehend,  in  answer  to  this  argument,  to  observe  that  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Settlement  operated  as  a  forfeiture  of  the  whole  Property 
conceded  in  165 1.  But  it  will  be  seen  that  the  grant  proceeded  on  a  mis- 
take  in  point  of  measurement  ;  and  that  the  depth  of  Sillery  could  not  in 

G 


52 


fact  exceed  one  league  and  a  half  or  thereabouts,  being  then  met  and 
bounded  by  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel.  In  order  to  understand  this 
part  of  the  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  make  some  enquiry  with  respect  to 
this  latter  Seigniory.  In  1647,  one  Robert  Giffard,  then  being  posses- 
sed of  the  Seigniory  of  Beauport,  obtained  from  the  Compagnie  de  la 
Nouvelle  France,  a  grant  of  two  leagues  in  front  by  ten  in  depth,  tobe 
taken  adjoining,  or  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  his  Seigniory  of  Beauport. 
Giffard  however  rinding  that  this  grant  could  not  be  carried  into  effect, 
inasmuch  as  the  Seigniory  of  Beauport,  was  bounded  on  the  one  side 
by  the  Cote  de  Beaupre,  and  on  the  other  side  by  the  Seigniory  of 
Notre  Dame  des  Anges,  made  a  representation  thereof  to  the  Company  ; 
and  thereupon,  in  May  1647,  obtained  a  grant  of  land  of  the  same  ex- 
tent wherever  he  could  find  it  vacant  ;  and  he  accordingly  chose  it  between 
the  Fief  St.  Joseph  and  the  Seigniory  of  Guadarville.  Of  this  land, 
Giffard  conveyed  half  a  league  in  front  by  the  whole  depth  to  the  Nuns 
of  the  II6tel-Dieu,  under  the  name  of  the  Fief  St.  Ignace,  and  in  No- 
vember 1677,  he  conveyed  the  remaining  league  and  a  half  in  front  by 
the  whole  depth  to  the  Jesuits  by  the  name  of  the  Seigniory  of  St. 
Gabriel.  It  afterwards  however  appeared  that  St.  Gabriel  consisted 
of  only  one  league  in  front,  that  being  the  whole  depth  between  Guard- 
arville  to  the  West  and  St.  Ignace  to  the  East.  The  lateral  lines  of  Sil- 
lery were  never  drawn,  but  it  is  obvious,  from  the  documents  we  have  al- 
ready noticed  and  from  others  which  we  have  considered,  that  they 
would  form  right  lines,  or  nearly  so,  with  those  of  St.  Gabriel,  inas- 
much as  each  of  those  Seigniories  consists  of  one  league  in  front  and 
each  is  bounded  to  the  West  by  that  of  Guadarville. 

The  only  remaining  question  therefore  is,  where  the  line  is  to  be 
drawn  forming  the  extreme  depth  or  northern  boundary  of  Sillery,  and 
the  front  or  southern  boundary  of  St.  Gabriel  ;  It  dees  not  appear 
that  this  line  has  ever  been  drawn  ;  but  by  an  aveu  et  denombrement  of 
St.  Gabriel,  rendered  by  the  Jesuits  in  1677,  that  Seigniory  is  stated 
as  taking  its  front  on  the  River  St.  Charles  :  and  in  an  aveu  of  Sille- 
ry rendered  by  them  in  1678  as  administrators  for  the  Indians  the  latter 
Seigniory  is  represented  to  be,  "  une  lieue  et  demie  ou  environ  de  pro- 
*«  fondeur,  quoiqu'il  soit  dit  par  le  titre  de  concession  que  la  dite  Seig- 
«  neurie  aura  quatre  lieues  de  profondeur,  attendu  que  la  Seigneurie  de 
"  St.  Gabriel,  de  laquelle  le  titre  est  primitif,  la  coupe  au  droit  de  la  Ri- 
Kt  viere  St.  Charles."  The  same  thing  is  stated  by  the  Jesuits  in  their 
petition  of  1 699,  for  the  grant  of  Sillery  to  themselves.  Moreover  se- 
veral boundary  lines  have  since  been  drawn  by  the  Jesuits,  as  owners  as 
well  of  St.  Gabriel  as  of  Sillery,  with  the  adjoining  Seigneurs  ;  in  par- 
ticular one  in  1724,  between  Fief  St.  Ignace  and  St.  Gabriel  ;  and  one 
in  1733  between  Fief  St.  Michel  (belonging  to  the  Seminary  and  Sil- 
lery.) 

On  searching  the  book  in  possession  of  the  Commissioners  for  mana- 
ging the  Jesuits'  Estates,  nothing  appears  to  shew  that  any  allowance  has 
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•ever  been  made  to  the  Indians  for  the  land  of  which  it  is  alledged  they 
have  been  deprived  since  their  residence  at  La  Jeune  Lorette  ;  they  have 
received  various  other  tracts  of  land  from  the  Jesuits,  all  of  which  are 
comprised  within  that  part  of  St.  Gabriel,  which  it  is  now  contended  is 
a  demembrement  of  Sillery  : — But  we  do  not  find  that  these  were  ever 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  or  conceded  to 
them  as  such. 

We  have  now  only  to  conclude  our  report,  which  has  necessarily  run 
into  considerable  length,  by  stating  as  our  humble  opinion,  that  there  is 
no  ground  for  the  claims  which  have  been  submitted  for  our  considera- 
tion. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servants. 

CHARLES  MARSHALL, 
Sol.  Genl. 

(Signed)  G.  VANFELSON, 

Advt.  Genl. 

APPENDIX  (G.) 
No7~ 1. 

Wednesday,  25th  February  1824. 

Jofeph  Bouchette,  Esqr.  Surveyor  General  of  Lower-Canada, 
appeared  and  was  examined. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  requefted  by  the  Huron 
Indians  refiding  at  the  Village  of  Lorette,  near  Quebec,  to  lay 
before  His  Majefty's  Government  in  England,  their  Claims  to  cer- 
tain Lands  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Quebec,  and  what  did  you 
do  thereupon  ? 

A.  I  was  requefted  to  do  fo  previous  to  my  departure  for  En- 
gland  in  1814  ;  when  in  London,  I  addrefled  a  Letter  on  the 
fubject  of  their  Claims  to  Earl  Bathurst,  to  which  I  received  an 
answer  referring  the  confideration  of  the  Subject  to  the  Colonial 
Government. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  to  the  said  Indians  upon  your  return 
the  proceedings  had  in  this  matter  ? 

A.  I  did,  and  put  the  Papers  into  their  hands. 

Q.  Are  the  Papers  now  fhewn  to  you  numbered  1  and  2,  thofe 
alluded  to  by  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  furnifli  the  Committee  with  a  figurative  sketch 
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of  the  Seigniory  of  Siilery  as  of  four  leagnes  in  depth,  and  fhew- 
ing  the  relative  portions  of  the  Seigniories  of  Beauport,  St. 
Ignace,  St.  Gabriel,  and  of  the  Seigniory  heretofore  granted  to 
Mr.  Couillard  ? 

A.  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so  in  the  courfe  of  to  day. 


Thursday,  26th  February  1824. 
Joseph  Bouchette,  Efquire,  produced  to  the  Committee  the 
annexed  Sketch  in  eomformity  to  the  request  exprefTed  by  the 
Committee. 


No.  2. 

LONDON,  15th  May  1816. 
Sir, — Having  been  requefted  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  domiciliated 
Tribe  of  Hurons  inhabiting  the  Village  of  Jeune  Lorette  near 
Quebec,  to  lay  before  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Co- 
lonial Affairs  their  claims  to  a  certain  extent  of  Land  allotted  to 
them  by  the  ancient  French  Government  ;  I  fhould  not  be  doing 
rey  duty  were  I  to  omit  this  opportunity  of  complying  with 
their  wifhes. 

It  appears  by  the  annexed  document  that  they  have  a  legal  ti- 
tle to  2  J  leagues  in  depth  of  the  Seigniory  of  St.  Gabriel,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  the  King  of  France  in  165  J,  but  of  which  for  years 
past  they  have  only  occupied  the  Lands  adjacent  to  the  Village 
of  Lorette  ;  by  this  curtailment  they  experience  great  difficulties, 
as  their  porTeflions  are  not  now  adequate  to  maintain  the  encreafed 
population  of  their  Tribe.  I  am  not  certain  but  what  they  may 
have  been  dispofferTed  of  the  remainder  of  their  Grant  owing 
to  their  omission  of  fome  technical  forms  for  fome  years 
back,  and  therefore  can  only  fecond  their  defires  as  far  as 
they  go  in  praying  that  an  inveftigation  of  their  claims  may 
take  place  before  the  proper  Officers  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, and  which  is  now  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  my 
Lord  Bathurst,  in  his  wisdom  either  to  sanction  or  reject.  Should 
fuch  an  inveftigation  be  ordered  by  His  Lordfhip,  and  in  the 
event  of  its  being  decided  that  they  have  juftly  forfeited  or  been 
diflTeized  of  their  pofTeffions,  it  may  be  fubmitted  as  a  queftion, 
whether  it  be  not  politic  to  grant  them  an  equivalent  out  of  fome 
of  the  Crown  Lands,  otherwife  they  will  be  reduced  to  great 
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hardfhips  in  providing  for  and  eftablifhing  the  rifing  generation 
of  their  Tribe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedt.  humble  Servt. 

JOs.  BOUCHETTE. 

HENRY  GOULBURN,  Esqr. 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  3. 


DOWNING  STREET,  21st.  May  1816. 

Sir, 

I  have  laid  before  Earl  Bathurst  your  letter  of  the  9th  inftant, 
transmitting  various  documents  in  fupport  of  the  claims  of  the  do- 
miciliated Tribe  of  Hurons  to  a  tract  of  Land  in  the  Seigniory  of 
St.  Gabriel,  formerly  granted  to  them  by  the  King  of  France  ; 
and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  in  reply  that  they  ought  to  be 
fubmitted  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Governor  of  the  Province, 
and  in  the  event  of  his  not  feeling  authorized  to  decide  on  the 
question  contained  in  them,  his  Lordlhip  will  give  fuch  inftruc- 
tions  thereupon  as  the  cafe  may  appear  to  require. 

I  am, 

Sir 

Your  moft  obedt.  Servant, 

HENRY  GOULBURN 

J.  BOUCHETTE,  Efqr. 
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[  LORETTE  INDIANS.] 


AFTER  making  on  the  twenty  feventh  of  February  laft  the  Re- 
port of  the  Proceedings  had  by  your  Committee  upon  the 
claim  of  the  Chriftian  Indians  refiding  at  Lorette,  to  the  Fief  and 
Seigniory  of  Sylieri,  it  occurred  to  your  Committee  that  as  the 
Fief  Saint  Ignace  which  adjoins  the  Fief  called  St.  Gabriel,  had 
been  given  by  the  fame  Mr.  Giffard  named  in  the  foregoing  Re- 
port, to  the  Nuns  of  the  Hotel  tJietit  of  Quebec,  it  was  proba- 
ble the  original  Title  Deed  of  the  Fief  Saint  Ignace  would  throw 
light  upon  this  subject. 

Y'our  Committee  availing  themfelves  of  the  permifllon  given 
by  the  Houfe  to  Report  from  time  to  time,  have  now  the  honor 
to  report  that  they  caufed  to  be  brought  before  them  the  Title 
Deeds  of  the  Fief  Saint  Ignace. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  a  Donation  bearing  date  the  firft  October 
one  thoufand  six  hundred  and  forty  feven,  by  the  faid  Giffard 
to  the  faid  Nuns,  of  one  half  league  of  the  Land  Granted  to  the 
laid  Giffard  in  that  year  by  the  Company  of  New  France,  by 
the  two  Inftruments  of  fixteenth  April  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  forty  feven  and  fixteenth  May  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
forty  feven  (already  reported  to  the  Houfe)  which  Land  had  pre- 
viouily  been  granted  to  Mr.  Couillard  and  was  pofleffed  by  him. 

The  fecond  is  a  grant  bearing  date  the  twentieth  Auguft  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty  two,  by  Mr.  De  Lauzon  to  the 
faid  Nuns  reciting  the  before  mentioned  Inftruments  and  Grants, 
and  granting  to  the  faid  Nuns  one  half  League  in  front  upon 
the  River  Saint  Charles  by  two  Leagues  in  depth,  bounded  on 
the  one  fide  by  the  Lands  granted  upon  the  River  Saint  Charles 
to  Mr.  Guillaume  Couillard,  and  on  the  other  fide  by  the  Lands 
"  latterly  granted  to  the  Savages,"  in  the  rear  by  the  ungranted 
Lands. 

The  third  is  a  P races  Verbal  of  Survey  of  the  Seigniory  of 
Saint  Ignace,  made  by  the  faid  Nuns  with  the  confent  of  the 
Father  Jeiuits  by  the  widow  Hebert  Couillard,  bearing  date  4th 
March  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  nine. — Copies  of  the 
Papers  are  fubjoined. 

All  which  is  neverthelefs  humbly  iubmitted. 

ANDREW  STUART, 
Quebec,  2d  March  1824.       B  2  Chairman. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  NINTH  REPORT. 


No.  h 

I,  Robert  Gif  fard,  Lord  of  Beauport,  Councillor  and  Ordinary 
Phyfician  of  His  Majefty,  being  delirious  of  benefiting  &  aiding  my 
Daughter  Francoife  Giffard,  refiding  with  the  Nuns  Hospitallers 
of  New  France,  eftablifhed  at  Kebec,  and  purpofing  to  be  a  J^un 
and  to  take  the  Religious  Habit  and  to  make  her  profeflion  in  due 
time,  have  granted  and  given  and  do  grant  and  give  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  unto  the  faid  Nuns,  one  half  league  in  front  of  the  land 
given  to  me  in  this  prefent  year  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
pany of  New  France,  by  their  grant  bearing  date  the  16th  day 
of  April  1647,  and  by  another  Grant  tending  to  the  fame  end  of 
the  15th  day  of  May  164-7,  the  faid  Land  conformably  to  the  faid 
Grants  is  to  be  found  in  the  Lands  granted  to  Mr.  Couillard  and 
pofTerTed  by  him,  which  are  upon  the  River  Saint  Charles,  the 
fpace  of  a  rood  or  thereabouts  on  this  fide  the  fall  proceeding 
towards  Kebec,  and  thus  the  Lands  which  have  been  granted 
proceeding  beyond  the  faid  fall  two  leagues  along  the  faid  River, 
and  ten  leagues  in  depth. — Whereof  I  have  granted  and  affigned 
and  do  hereby  grant  and  affign,  the  half  league  neareft  the  faid 
fall  unto  the  faid  Nuns  in  the  fame  manner  and  upon  the  fame 
conditions  that  it  was  given  to  me  by  the  faid  Gentlemen  of  the 
Company  of  New  France,  as  well  for  myfelf  as  for  my  heirs  and 
Children,  amongst  whom  I  defire  to  aid  and  benefit  my  faid 
Daughter  Francoife  Giffard,  and  to  favor  her  vocation  as  a  Nun 
of  Charity  towards  the  lick  Poor  of  the  Country. 
Done  at  Kebec  the  fourth  day  of  October  164?7. 

(Signed)  GIFFARD,  with  a  Paraphe. 


Examined  and  Collated  by  me,  Secretary  of  the  Council  efta- 
blifhed by  the  King  at  Quebec,  the  underfigned  Notary  of  New 
France,  with  the  original  written  upon  Paper  to  me  prefented  by 
Jean  Francois  Bourdon  Sieur  de  Dombourg,  Attorney  of  the 
Revd.  Nuns  Hospitallers  and  forthwith  returned  unto  him,  the 
17th  day  of  April  1662. 


5 


No.  2. 

Jean  dr  Lauzon,  ordinary  Councillor  of  the  King  in  his  Coun- 
cil of  State  and  in  his  Privy  Council,  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
General  for  His  Majesty  in  New-France  for  the  extent  of  the 
River  Saint  Lawrence — To  all  to  whom  thefe  Letters  (hall  come, 
fendeth  greeting. 

Be  it  known  that  the  Reverend  Mothers  Hospitallers  eflab- 
lifhed  at  Kebec,  New  France,  having  reprefented  unto  us  that  fo 
far  back  as  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  {even, 
the  Company  of  New  France  having  given  to  Robert  Giffard, 
Lord  of  Beauport,  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  April,  two  leagues  in 
extent  by  ten  leagues  in  depth  near  the  faid  Seigniory  of  Beau- 
port,  and  the  said  Sieur  Giffard,  having  reprefented  to  the  faid 
Company  that  he  could  derive  no  benefit  from  the  faid  grant  at 
the  place  therein  defignated,  that  is  to  fay,  near  his  old  grant,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  was  bounded  on  the  one  lide  by  the  Seigniory  of 
Beaupre,  and  on  the  other  fide  by  the  Seigniory  Notre  Dame  des 
Anges  j  The  faid  Company  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  following, 
the  faid  year  164-7,  having  granted  to  him  the  fame  extent  of 
Land  either  on  the  north  or  on  the  south,  with  the  fame  advan- 
tages as  contained  in  the  faid  grant  of  the  fixteenth  day  of  April, 
referring  however  the  defignation  of  the  place  to  the  orders  of 
the  Chevalier  de  Montmagny,  then  Governor  in  New  France. — 
In  consequence  of  which  grant  the  faid  Sieur  Giffard  had,  on  the 
first  day  of  October  of  the  faid  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
forty  feven,  given  to  the  faid  Mothers  Hopitallers  one  half  league 
in  front  by  the  whole  of  the  faid  depth  of  ten  leagues,  to  be  taken 
upon  theRiver  St.  Charles  for  the  length  of  the  half  league  adjoin- 
ing the  grant  of  the  Sieur  Guillaume  Couillard,  and  ascending  the 
faid  River  St.  Charles  to  the  boundaries  of  the  grant  latterly  made 
to  the  Savages.  For  thefe  caufes,  we,  having  feen  the  faid  two 
grants  by  the  faidCompany  of  New  France  of  the  fixteenth  of  April 
and  15th  May  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  feven,  figned 
Lamy  and  fealed;  and  having  alfo  feen  the  donation  of  the  faid 
half  league  made  to  the  faid  Mothers  Hospitallers  by  the  faid 
Sieur  Giffard,  the  faid  firftday  of  October  1647.  WE,  in  virtue 
of  the  power  to  us  given  by  the  faid  Company,  have  confirmed 
and  do  hereby  confirm,  and  fo  far  as  it  now  is  or  hereafter  may 
be  necefitory,  have  given,  granted  and  bellowed,  and  do  hereby 
give,  grant,  and  beftow  unto  the  faid  Revd.  Mothers  Hospi- 
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tallers  the  faid  half  league  in  front  upon  the  River  St.  Charles, 
and  ten  leagues  in  depth  ;  as  to  be  taken  bounded  on  the  one  iide 
by  the  Lands  granted  upon  the  faid  River  Saint  Charles  unto  the 
faid  Guillaume  Couillard,  and  upon  the  other  fide  by  the  line 
which  feparates  the  Lands  hereby  granted  from  the  Lands  latterly 
granted  to  the  Savages,  and  in  the  rear  by  ungranted  Lands,  and  in 
front  by  the  River  Saint  Charles ;  the  faid  River  together  with  all 
Iflands  therein,  of  whatfoever  fize  or  description  in  front  of  the 
faid  half  league,  being  comprized  in  the  faid  grant :  To  have,  hold, 
and  enjoy  the  premises  unto  them  the  faid  Mothers  Hospitallers 
in  franc almoignc  and  franc  aleu  without  jurisdiction,  forever, 
and  free  from  every  charge  fave  that  of  furnifhing  an  axcu  i  t  de- 
nombremcnt  every  twenty  years  to  the  officers  of  the  faid 
Company. — We  accordingly  enjoin  the  High  Steward  of  New 
France  or  his  deputies  in  the  King's  Court  at  Kebec,  to  put  the  faid 
Mothers  Hospitallers  into  poffeffion  of  the  faid  places,  to  caufe 
boundaries  and  limits  to  be  placed  as  of  law  and  right  to  do.  This 
we  give  him  power  to  do  in  virtue  of  that  given  unto  us  by  the 
Company  of  New  France. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  figned  thefe  prefents,  and  have 
caufed  to  be  put  to  them  the  feal  with  our  arms,  and  the  fame  to 
be  counterfigned  by  one  of  our  Secretaries. 

Given  at  Fort  St.  Louis  of  Kebec,  this  20th  day  of  Auguft 
1652. 

(Signed)  DE  LAUZON, 

with  Paraphe. 

And  fealed  with  feal  of  Red  Wax,  and  lower  down  is  written. 
By  my  Lord, 

PEUVRET, 

with  Paraphe. 

Collated  and  examined  by  me,  Secretary  of  the  Council  eftab- 
lifhed  by  the  King  at  Quebec,  the  underfigned  Notary  of  New 
France,  the  original  written  on  paper,  having  been  prefented  to 
me  by  Jean  Francois  Bourdon,  Sieur  de  Dombourg,  Attorney  of 
the  Reverend  Nuns  Hospitallers,  and  forthwith  returned  to  him 
the  17th  of  April  1662. 
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No.  3. 

THE  YEAR  of  Grace  1669,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  at  the 
Prayer  of  the  Revd,  Mothers  Hcfpitallers  of  Quebec,  with  the 
content  of  the  Revd.  Fathers  Jefuits  of  the  faid  place,  and  of 
Marie  Guillaume  Hebert,  Widow  of  the  late  Sieur  Guillaume 
Couillard,  deceafed,  I,  Jean  Guyon  du  BuilTon,  Surveyor  of  the 
King  in  New  France,  underfigned,  went  purpofely,  to  and  upon 
the  Lands  of  the  faid  Revd.  Mothers  Hospitallers,  bounded  in 
front  by  the  River  St.  Charles,  where  being,  I  Surveyed  the  front 
of  the  faid  Lands  along  the  laid  River  containing  half  a  league, 
which  I  bounded  as  followeth,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  South  Weft 
fide  by  a  line  which  I  drew  of  the  length  of  feventy  arpens  run- 
ning North  Weft  one  quarter  North,  which  makes  the  line  of  fe- 
paration  of  this  land  from  thofe  of  the  faid  Revd.  Fathers  the 
Jefuits,  upon  which  I  planted  two  Boundaries,  the  firft  at  about 
two  Perches  diftance  from  the  faid  River,  and  the  fecond  at  fifty 
Arpens  from  the  firft  in  the  Wood  \  and  on  the  North  Eaftern  fide 
I  drew  a  line  parallel  to  the  foregoing  line  upon  which  in  like 
manner  I  planted  two  Boundaries — the  firft  being  upon  a  little 
hill  diftant  eleven  Perches  or  thereabouts  from  the  bank  of  the 
faid  River,  and  the  fecond  in  the  Woods,  diftant  from  the  pre- 
ceding Boundary  one  league,  underwhichfaid  Boundaries  is  buried. 
Brick  and  Iron  Slag,  with  three  leaden  Medals  under  each  of 
them,  upon  which  is  an  image  of  St.  Auguftin,  and  around  it 
written  f  Superieur  des  fillcs  de  la  Misericorde  L.  N.  Dieu  K — 
beccji  which  feparates  the  laid  Lands  of  the  faid  Mothers  Hos- 
pitallers from  the  Lands  of  the  faid  Dame  Couillard,  of  which 
faid  Survey  and  bounding,  I  have  drawn  this  prefent  Proccs  Ver- 
bal to  ferve  and  avail  unto  the  faid  Revd.  Mothers  Hospitallers, 
in  all  times  and  places  as  to  Law  and  Juftice  fhall  appertain.  The 
whole  meafured,  done,  and  drawn  in  prefence  of  the  Sieur  Jean 
Lemire,  refiding  at  the  Grande  Allee,  and  of  Jacques  Gauthier, 
Yeoman,  refiding  upon  the  faid  Lands. 

WitnefTes. — Thus  figned  on  the  original  : — Claude  Dablon, 
Attorney  of  the  Millions  of  the  Company  of  Jefus  in  New  France  : 
t/.  M.  Hebert ;  Jean  Lemire  ;  and  J.  Guj/on,  Surveyor  ;  the  faid. 
Gauthier  declaring  that  he  knew  not  how  to  write  thereto  ques- 
tioned according  to  the  Ordinance. 


J.  GUYON,  Surveyor. 


